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gold than for many vears past. Those men
should be helped. Here is a field ready to
be developed. Some of these men are old
and proved prospectors. Some are not al-
lowed to work in the mines because they are
dusted or affected with tuberculosis, Those
men go out into the bush and engage in
work that they are acecustomed to. They are
the men who are wost likely to find new
gold deposits. (lold represents one of the
things we most require at the present time,
and relief money could not he more wisely
spent than in assisting the men I tefer to
in their work in the bush. They could be
assisted possibly by our geological officials
in mapping the goldfields areas, thus help-
ing them and making provision for those
who come after them. [ have pleasure in
supporting the motion hefore the House.

On motion by Hon. E. H. Harris, debate
adjourned.

Honse adjonrned at 8.40 pom,
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The SPEAKER took the Chnir at 4.30
pm. and read prayers.

QUESTION—GOLD BONUS.

Mr. MARSHALL (without notice) asked
the Minister for Mines: Has any negotia-
tion been made with the Federal Govern-
ment for the payment of a gold bonus sinee
their tempovary rejection of the request?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
Nothing further has happened since we re-
ceived an emphatic answer in the negative.
At the time it was suggested that the ques-
tion might be considered at some future
. date.

[ASSEMBLY.]

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.
Debate resumed from the 4th September.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [4.34]: First
let me offer my congratulations to the Gov-
ernment on their aceession to office, and to
you, Mr. Sperker, on having been appointed
to the honourable position you now oecupy.
The faet that vour appointment has heen
so acclaimed by members must be gratify-
ing to you. Unquestionably it has met with
tho wide approval of members and citizens.
That we have in power a Government com-
prising representatives of the Nationalist
and Country Parties is pleasing, particularly
in view of the serious problems that face
the country. T hope it will be possible for
the Government to carry on satisfaetorily
without having to impose further taxation.
It has been rumoured that certain new taxes
will he levied, but I am hopeful that fur-
ther consideration will show that action in
that direction is unnecessary. If additional
revenue must be raised, it would perhaps
he hest to increase the income tax, as I am
firmly of opinion that a multiplicity of sraall
taxes, such ns a hospital tax and certain
other taxes that have been mentioned, would
be very irritating indeed. I am pleased
at the generous offer of help made by the
Leader of the Qpposition. Tn the midst of
a world-wide avalanche of tronble, it is es-
sential that party differences and viewpoints
shonld he abandoned and that all members
should set themsvlves resolutely to work in
the intercsts ob the State. One of the main
probhlems to be faced is that of unemploy-
ment. The Minister for Labour 15 deserv-
ing of praise for the stand he has taken.
IT there i any action ecaleulated to in-
tensity the trouble, it is the paying ont
ol money without requiring any return from
the recipient. Unemployment is a difficult
problem, and the Minister is wrestling with
it in a way perhaps better lhan sny other
Minister could have done. Tt is satisfactory
to lind local governing hodies co-operating
as they are doing. The provision of funds
without requiring work in return has proved
degenerating elsewhere. In England degen-
eration arising from this caunse ras heos
mnst marked. The London “Weekly Times”
of the 7th August last eontained the follow-
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ing illuminating letter over the non-de-plume
of “Employer’—

I give three examples from my own limited
experience of the effect of the dele, not on the
‘“work shy '’ but apon good workmeu.

My estate carpenter, after two years’ excel-
lent ~ service, suddenly began to uncgleet his
work, awl obviously songht dismissal. After
repeated warnings 1 discharged him. [ found
he had come into some money, and sought dis-
migsal in owder to obtain the ‘‘dole,’’ for
which he ju due course applied.

My wife came across an cxcollent mechanie
and his wife and child who kad been living for
months in one room on 23s. a week ‘“dole.”’
Although we had no actual vacaney we offered
him g good cottage we had empty, with fruit
and vegetables, aud 30s. a week, to-rise to £2
in a month or two if he had made good. He
said they would much like the job, but he felt
he ought not tu work for Js. a week! Fortu-
nately, I persuaded him. lle is now earning
458, a week, and happy.

A neighbour had a good Welsh maid, daugh-
ter of a respectable miner out of work. She
recently shawed us a letter from her parents,
saving that her sister had got herself dismissed
from her factory in T.ondon to come home,
that her brother at work in London was trying
to do the same, and seggesting that she should
try to qualify for the dole by leaving serviee
and entering a shop and subsequently coming
bome, when the combined income would enable
them to live without working!

Yet all these families would have regarded
Poor Law relief as a disgrace.

ITon. 1. Colliev: Cannot vou get any bet-
ter authority than an anonyvmouns writer in
a London newspaper?

Mr. SAMPSON: That letter appeared in
the London ‘“Weekly ''imes.”

Hon, P. Collier: An anonymons writcr in
a Loncon newspaper is your anthority!

Mzr. SAMPSON: The paper is a respons-
ible one.

Mr. Marshall: Like the “Primary Pro-
ducer.”

Mr. SAMPSON: The paper is known
the world over for heing eareful regarding
every word in prints,

Hon. P. Collier: It is not responsible for
the views expressed by eorrespondents.

Mr. SAMPSON: Of course it is. The
Leader of the Opposition is surely aware
that a newspaper that prints matter over
the caption of an anonymous writer or
otherwise is responsible.

Hon. P. Collier: T said it is not respons-
ible for the views expressed by correspond-
ents.

Mr. SAMPSON : The han. member means
that the paper does not neeessarily endorse
the apinions expressed in the letter.

Hou. P. Collier: Of course it does not.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Leader of the Op-
position will agree that the granting of doles
is demoralising. and that an extension of
the system to Western Australia would be
highly undesirable. The letter I have quoted
sets out fairly the attitvde of many people
who are in receipt of the lole or ave seek-
ing to obtain it.

My, Withers: In Western Australia?

My, SAMPSON: I have already said that
the letter appeared in a London paper. When
1 was in England, eonversations with many
people convinged me that what is stated in
the letter reflects the attitnde adopted by
many people there. In view of the unem-
ployment diftienlty I suggest that considera-
fion be given fo the provision of workmen’s
hloeks. Something on those lines was done
in South Australia many years ago with
beneficial results. The Government possesses
nmueh land, particulaxly in the outer subur-
ban areas, and [ ventnre the opinion that
a good deal of suffering would be alleviated,
if not ontively eured, were blocks of land
ranging from 3 to 10 acres made available
for the homeless. Tt would be necessary to
supply n quantity of building material such
as scantling, weatherboard and galvanised
iron, and the right people could then do
much to help themselves by growing vege-
tables, rearing ponltry and raising other pro-
duets. They would at least be ahle to sup-
pl¥ their own requirements and receive the
equivalent of the full refail price for them.
The scheme naturally reguires development
in detail, but in broad outline a proposal of
that kind was adopted in South Australia
many years ago with satisfactory results.
The workmen's blocks would be occupied by
men who from time to time would be given
employment by the neighbours, and so it
wonld be possible to keep the pot boiling,
and at all events the outlook, as at present,
of unemplovment, homelessness, and to an
extent starvation would be a thing of the
past. It is a subject of congratulation that
during the trouble in the Eastern States the
Premier of New South Wales (Mr. Bavin),
the Premier of Queensland (Mr. Moore) and
the Premier of South Australia (Mr. Hill)
are sefting themselves so resolutely to face
the difficulties of the situation. There, as
here, the position is serions: there, as here,
fortunately the party standpeint is no
longer the important matter that onee it
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was deemed to be. Personally I doubt
whether the party viewpoint is ever justi-
fied to the extent te which it has been raised.
Far too much consideration has been given,
not only by members on the Opposition side
of the House, but also by members on the
Government side, to an endeavour to show
that the work of the “late” Government,
whichever Government that might be, had
heen faulty and was largely responsible for
any troubles whieh might have arisen. T
would not dispute that in the present in-
stance such is the case, but I am not setting
out to prove it. As regards group settle-
ment, it has been urged by the Collier Gov-
ernment that the Mitchell Administration
was responsible for the major portion of the
expenditure on groups.

My, Withers: Say, the initial expendi-
ture.

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. member is
right to that extent. The position is that
the total expenditure to date on the groups
amounts to some £6,200,000, of which
amonnt £1,213,000 had been entered into by
the previous National-Country Party Gov-
ernment. I do not propose to criticise the
administration of the groups. I do not de-
sire to set out the reason for the heavy ex-
penditure. It may be that the Minister re-
cently in charge of the group settlement will,
when he speaks, give the House some in-
formation on this point. It has been elaimed
that the fact of men working in groups, as
they did in the carly stages of the scheme,
was to some extent responsible for the heavy
cost, and that if there was any failure, that
eircumstance may have accounted for some
of it.

Mr, Munsie: A good deal of it was due
to putting men on land where they ecould
net possibly make a living.

Mr. SAMPSON: T hope the hon. member
interjecting will also give some information
on the subjeet, because during the period
when the great bulk of the money was spent
he was a member of the Government. From
a theoretical standpoint the gromp system
has alway appealed. I recall that as a lad
of 14 1 journey up the river Murray
from South Australia and had the oppor-
{unity of seeing something of the efforts
made at the Kingston and other settlements
which were established on communistic
principles, but whiech unfortunately, early
in their career, created the utmost dissatis-
faetion on the part of those concerned in
them. Then we bave the example of what
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ocenrred in Paraguay when Lane, a man
of unselfish mind and animated by the most
altruistic sentiments, embarked upon an
earnest endeavour to improve the lot of his
fellows. We know, too, what was done by
Mr. Taylor, now the editor of the Renmark
“Pioneer.” Both these men spent all the
money they had, throwing it into the pool
as it were, and strove earnestly o secure
sneecess.  But it was not to be. Whether the
adoption of communistic versus individual-
istic effort was to an estent responsible, is
a suhject which might be worthy of consid-
eration. However, in spite of all the eriti-
eism that has been and is being levelled at
the groups, no one can for even a moment
dispute that to-day the outlook in the South-
West is indeed prosperous. The figures
of the last year’s operation of the
South-West Co-operative Dairy Pro-
duets ILtd. afford a wonderful proof
of the productivity of that land and
of its suitability for dairy farming.
The South-West has proved a veritable
oasis in a region of eriticism. The figures
of the company showing a net profit for
the year of £21,231 are a full answer as fo
the wisdom of bringing those lands under
cultivation. They are a marvellous record
of suecess, and moreover go to show that
private enterprise is much more successful
than Government control of such operations.
Tp to 2 year or two ago we had the spee-
tacle of the Busselton butter factory being
operated by the State. It was not a sue-
eess, Under the control of the South-West
Dairy Produets Ltd., the factory has proved
successful, as indeed has each of the other
factories controlled by the company.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Do you think that
is a fair instance? The company pgot the
factory after huge development had taken
place in the Scuth-West, and the State had
it while the groups were being developed.
The State sold that factory when it should
have kept it

Mr. SAMPSON: If we survey the whole
work of Government in regard to frade, we
find that almost without exception

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Do not go inte
generalities. Stick to the instance you gave.

Mr, SAMPSON: So far as T am aware,
without exception Government control of
industry is undesirable and results in loss.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: You have taken
an instance, and I say your instance is
wrong.
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Mr. BAMPSON: It is a remarkable in-
stance in this respect, that when private
enterprise takes over a Government trade
nctivity it turns a loss into a profit.

Mr. Marshall: I have here a list of items
totalling £500,000, representing Governmment
money lent to private enterprise and now
outstanding.

Mr. SAMPSON: That, again, shows bad
management. I am sure I shall have the
support of the hon. member interjecting if
the opportunity offers for tsking a voite as
to the operation of State trading concerns.
The Busselton butter factory is not a single
instance, but represents the same old story
told over and over again. Mistaken loyalty
to a prineciple that has long veen proved
fallacions induces hon. members opposite
to say a word in its favour.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: In the case of that
butter factory, private enterprise failed mis-
erably. The State took up the factory and
put it right.

Mr. SAMPSON: I suggest that the less
we go into it

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Yes,
befter stick to generalities.

Mr. SAMPSON: The less the Govern-
ment go into trading, the better it will be
for them. That refers to whatever Govern-
ment may be in power.

Mr. Munsie: You were in a Government
for some years.

Mr, SAMPSON: Exactly, and it would
have given me the greatest possible pleasure
to abolish the State enterprises. Certainly
I am strongly of opinion that it is owr
bounden duty to close down the State frad-
ing eoncerns at the earliest possible moment.

Mr. Marshall: The Agricultural Bank,
too?

Mr. SAMPSON: The whole history of
these enterprises, shows that their abolition
will be in the besi interesis of the State.
I wish to quote a paragraph from the dires-
tors' report submitted at the last annual
meeting of the South-West Co-operative
Dairy Produets, Ltd.—

During the year the company handled 156,550
cans of eream at the various factories, contain-
ing 6,720,000 1ha. of cream (3,000 tons), for
which £224,261 was paid to supplicrs, an in-
ercase this vear of £76,190. The butter manu-
factured totalled 3,424,131 Ths. (1,483 toms 18

ewt.}. an increase over last year of 1,076,754
1bs.: (480 tons 13 cwt.).

You had

If there is anything more pleasing to read
than that, T do not know of it. It is most
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gratifying, and provides a full answer as
regards the wisdom of developing the South-
West for dairying purposes. The record ean
only be described as splendid. Tt provis
that the South-West lands ean do what they
were expected to do, and do it at a profit.

Mr. Marshall: But the State has had to
write off a few millions there.

Mr. Munsie: Not too much of Northeliffe
has shown a profit.

Mr., SAMPSON: If Northeliffe is re-
ferved to, let us also bring in a refercnce to
Manjimup, the country around which is mag-
nificent. Clover and grasses generally are
proving wonderfully good there, and T be-
lieve the Manjimnp factory is thoroughly
successful. I will, however, leave the par-
ticulars regarding that factory to the mem-
ber for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith), as I re-
gret I am not in possession of them. T do
know, however, that around Manjimup right
away to Northeliffe the country is specially
adapted to the purpose for which it is being
nsed.

Mr. Wansbrough: What ahout the land
further south?

Mr. SAMPSON: I am referring more to
those districts which have been used for
group settlement purposes, and with which
I am more in touch.

My, Marshall: I think a newspaper would
be advantageous to that distriet.

Mr. SAMPSON: There are one or (wo
good newspapers ihere already. Reverting
to the position of the Eastern States, I have
already expressed congratulations as regards
the attitude of Messrs. Bavin, Moore and
Hill, and referred to the fact that all party
differences are apparently being overlooked.
Those States are rising superior to party
arguments at this juncture. [ regret there
has been some mwnnecessary expense in con-
nection with work done in the immediate
past. If T eriticise the expenditure incurred
for the reclamation work adjacent to ihe
Causeway, I hope members will not say
T am not concerned with the beautifying of
Perth. Unquestionably the scheme is a
good one—if we could afford it. In these
days we are not in that fortnnate position,
and we should not undertake operations that
are nol reproduetive.

Mr. Kenneally: Then yon wonld be con-
tent to leave the Canseway as a death trap?

Mr. SAMPSON: Not at all.

Hon, P. Collier: Will you include the ex-
penditure in the National Park on road-
making in your condemnation?
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Mr. BAMPSON : Recently, questions were
asked regarding the amount of money spent
in conneetion with that dredging work. The
Minister informed us that the dredging o
far had cost £13,930; preliminary \\ork in
connection with the proposed new Causeway
had accounted for £103, and other items,
incinding the cost of the new dredge
and a punt, amounted to €19,233. Tbose
are big figures, particularly at n time such
as the present. Then, again, we are landed
with a big dredge. | amn not awire whether
there is any other nse for if, but T hope
that it will be looked after. T think that
expenditure was, in view of the eireum-
stances during the past fow ¥ears, yuite wn-
Justified.

Hon. P. Collier: What about the monev
spent on roads in National Park? Don’t
he one-eyed!

Mr. SAMPSON: That expenditure would
not have been justified but for the emer-
gency that had arisen.

Hon. P. (%llier: Was there mo other
work elsewhere in the State wherce the ex-
pendifure could have been more Sttingly in-
enrred?

Mr. SAMPSON: The Causeway under-
taking could not he regarded az an emer-
geney work.

Hon. P. Collier: Was fliere no other re-

produective work that eould have heen
nundertaken?
Mr. SAJMPSON: Hon. members will

vealise that there had arisen huickly a
position that requnired firm aetion.

Hon. P. Collier: But the position had
not arisen suddenlv: it had been there for
a long time.

Mr. SAMPSON: T am hopeful it will
not be necessary to confinue the Blackboy
Camp and that only work that is necessary,
essential and reproductive will be ecarried
ont, Nevertheless, T pay a tribute to the
Minister in charze of the difficult work
in connection with unemployment. It
would be wrong to indnlge in criticism of
a destructive character.

Mr. MeCallum: What have the Govern-
ment aecomplished regarding unemploy-

ment, apart from the Blackboy Camp?
Don't throw dust in the eyes of the
people!

Mr. SAMPSOXN: According to state-

ments that have appeared in the Press, the
(Government are already organising in con-
neection with the development of the Nor-
nalap distriet.
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Mr. MeCallum: The Government have
done nothing beyond collecting old clothes
and ladling out soup!

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. member is
not justified in saving that because it is
not correct.

Ar. MeCallum: Then tell us what the
(iovernment have done.
Mr. SAMPSON: T have already pointed

out that the Minister has taken a sound,
conponsense view on this question. He
bas adopted a procedure that preclundes
the giving of money yntil work is done.

Hon. P, Collier: And he has a thousand
men in one compound!

Mr. SAMDPSON:  Critieism
levelled at the National Park. 1 believe
the [.eader of the Opposition, when still
P'remier, wag to have visited the park and
declare portion of it open. Tt was a mat-
ter of great disappointment to the pecple
of the Swan View area that he did not
tind it pessible to attend.

Hon. P. Collier: What has that got to do
with the question?

Mr. SAMPSOY: Tt would seem to indi-
cate that the hon. member, when Premier,
was  impressed with the imporfanee of
opening up a seetiop of our national play-
ground.

Hon. . Collier: I did not find money
for road-making there.

Mr. SAMPSON: And T am not advo-
eating it. I do not suggest we are in a
position to undertake work of a non-repro-
ductive nature, seeing there is so much other
work to be done.

Hon. P. Collier: The Government are
spending at the rate of about £30,000 a year
there, or ahout £1,000 a week.

Mr. SAMPSON: Tf the men were not
engaged on that work and concentrated in
Blackboy Camp, the position would be
worse than it is to-day. Tt is so easy to
indulge in destructive critieistn, T lis-
tened attentively when the Leader of the
Opposition addressed the House during the
present debate and T longed to hear from
him some solution of the problems con-
fronting the State. I was doomed to dis-
appointment.  With all respeet, I say his
speech was devoid of any suggestion along
those lines. With the Leader of the Op-
position, T am most anxious for the nnem-
ploved to be engaged in work of a more
useful eharacter.

Hon. P. Collier: Are you giving us
words of wisdom in a speech of a construe-

has been
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tive character!?
and balderdash!

Mr. SAMPSON: I am giving the House
my opinions and criticising some needless
expenditure in the past.

Hon. . Collier: And, in the course of
your remarks, you refrain from referring
to needless expenditure at the present
time!

Mr, SAMPSON: Not at all.

Hon. P. Collier: Yhat about the ex-
penditure on the Greenmount deviation;
is that necessary? :

Mr. SAMPSON: I would draw atten-
tion to the expenditure in connection with
the Poini Heathecote home. When he was
a member of this House, Mr. Angwin ad-
vocated the erveetion of an institution on
the lines of the Enfield Home in South
Australia, which cost £26,000. When
at long last we did something in this mat-
ter, we were not content to spend £26,000
hut over £70,000, T next come to a subject
that is of general interest to Western Aus-
tralia, particulariy at the present june-
ture. | refer to secession.

Mr. Marshall interjected.

Mr. SAMPSON: If T am capable of en-
lightening the member for Murehison (Mr.
Marshall), I shall be competent indeed.

Mr. Marshall: You think yon are!

Mr. SAMPSOXN: If any words of mine
have the effeet of sending a faint glimmer
or ray of light into the head of the hon.
member, T shall at least he justified in
speaking. The majority of the people of
Western Australin believe that Federation
has proved disappointing.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Do vou agree with
that?

Mr. SAMPSON: From a sentimental
standpoint, Federation is aitractive, but the
time has eame when the sentiment expressed
in the words “One people, one destiny”
ean no longer he reparded with eomplete
favour.

Mr. Sleeman: You forgot “One Mag.”

Mr. SAMPSON: We ean easils stand
to that senfiment.

Mr. Marshall: Particularly when the flag
is made in Japan and sent out to ws here!

Mr. SAMPSON: We must honour these
principles, or definitely urge secession. In
sentiment only is Federation attractive to
Western Australia, but in practice we have
found that wé have become serfs. It has
been claimed that we wonld be wanting in
dignity if we entered a protest against the

Nothing but platitudes

BEE

continuance of the ¥Federal bond, bui I
claim we would he wanting in citizenship
and belief in our own State, if we were
satisfied to continue in the future as we have
in the past.

AMr. Kenneally : Repudiation does not mac-
ter there, :

Mr. SAMPSON: That is nof repudiation.
As Mr, Lovekin has said, “We came in by
one door; let us go out by the same door.”
We would honour every obligation we en-
tered into and, according to the figures
arrived at by Mr. H. K. Watson, who has
made a close stndy of this gquestion, we
would be over £2,000,000 to the gond.

Myr. Marshall: He made a closer study
of that £10,000!

Mr, SAMPSON: The settled policy ol
Australia is in favour of hgh proteetion.
We in Western Australia are victimised by
every increase in the tarift, each of which
adds fo the burden of our people. Our
farmers pay duty on all their requirements,
hut nevertheless have to face the compefi-
tion of the world. The position has beecome
intolerable and undounbtedly Western Aus-

tralia would be more prosperous as a self-

woverned country. In the biz centres,
secondary industries may be held to add
much to the wealth of the State. In fact,
in Melhourne and Sydney, where we imagine
the towering tariff walls would afford muen
assistance, there is a greater pereentage of
unemployment than anywhere else. We say
that the Fastern Sfates can have their high
tariff; we want our freedom. We want to
get away from the Federation and work
ont onr own destiny. We should be allowed
fo develop Wesfern Australia, and our
{armers should not he expected to earry the
hirrden of the tariff.

Mr. Sleemsan:  Why do yon sav the
farmers are experted to carry the tamff?

Alr. SAMPSON: They have to do so, and
proteetion s afforded to seeondary indus-
tries.

Mr, Withers: The farmers have had more
assislanee than the seeondary industries.

Mr. SAMPSON: That is not se.

Mr, SPEAKFER: Order! 1 must ask
hon. memhers to keep order.

Mr. SAMPSON: I hope an opportunity
will be accorded members this session to
have a full discussion on the question of
Federation, and the importance of seces-
sion.

Mr. Marshall: T hope so.
to hear yon a hit longer.

T would like
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Mr. SAMPSON: It would be in the in-
terests of Western Australia. The Pre-
mier has indieated his belief in secession,
and I hope the desired referendum will be
taken so that the people themselves will
he given an opportunity to indicate their
wishes.

Mr. Panton: You want to waste sowe
more money;

Mr, SAMPSON: The Premier indicated
his belief in himself to effect a cure for un-
employment. A fact that will not be dis-
puted is that if Western Auosztralia were o
self-governed country, the State wonld be-
come more prosperous. U nfortunately, the
unfair and inequitable point of view taken
hy Federal Governments rezarding Western
Australia has indicated clearly the defecis
of the existing system. The request for a
zold benus has much to reconnnend it.

Mr. Marshall: Yon have no newspapers
on the goldfields, so it does not matter to
you.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: Apart from every other
consideration, I believe a gold bonus would
pay in hard ecash. It would retnrn duty
from the standpoint both of the State and
of the Commonwealth. From the standpoint
of the Federal Government there would be
postal revenne, income tax, exeise tax and
railway transport, while fromn the State
standpoint there would be railway transport,
income fax, added markets and other reve-
nue. Added markets alone would be of
very great importanee to us, and that ad-
vantage would be reflected in the returns
made available to the Federal Treasurer. In
a thousanrd ways costs have risen, and the
miner and the prospector have to warry toe
burden of the tariff, just as does the {armer.
I do not put myself forward as heing speci-
ally acquainted with the gold mining indus-
try, but T do realise that if that industry
could be brought back to what it was in
the golden days of the ’nineties, Western
Australia would make a very forward move-
ment indeed. The gold bonus would do
that, for it would be helpful in so many
ways. It wonld people many of those de-
serted outhack areas which in the ‘nineties
were populous towns. I do not know
whether the position i= to be considered fur-
ther, hut we should have a gold houus in
any case. Tt wonld be a very wise provi-
sion on the part of ihe Federul Govern-
ment, even if Western Australia were to
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secede from Federation; for there are other
parts of Australie where gold is to be found
n payable guantities, and so as I say the
granting of a gold bonus would e a wise
move on the part of the Federal Govern-
ment.  But the solution of our own prob-
lems is to withdraw from Federation and
sevure the status of a Dominion. I regret
that the Speech contained no reference io
State trading. Still, it is gratifying to know
that in another place a Bill on the subject
has been introduced. I hope that its pur-
pose is to provide for the sale of the State
trading c¢onecerns,

Mr. Muarshall: You cannot speak in anti-
cipation of legislation.

Mr. SAMPSON: Very well, T will leave
it at that. As I have many times declared,
State trading is wrong in prineiple, and I
hope the Mitchell Government will get rid
of the trading concerns as speedily as pos-
gible and so live up to the prineciples to
which they are committed.

Mr. Sleeman: As you did when you were
there!

My, SAMPSON: And as I have always
believed. I doubf whether in his heart the
member for Fremantle believes in State
trading. I feel sure that if we could exam-
ine hig mind, he would be found to be at
one with the present Government in their
desire to wipe out State trading.

Mr. Marshall: Let us send him to the
psychologist.

Hon. P. Collier: Examinations by the
psyehologist arve not popular.

Mr. SAMPSOX: The problems of max-
keting are always with us. Other countries
—California and  British  Columbia are
among the leaders—send out ambassadors,
really commercial travellers, all over the
world to extol their produets. I am afraid
there is here a general opinion that
on the wharves of forelgn countries there
are waiting gquenes of people ready to re-
ceive our products. But an inquiry into the
position reveals that there is nothing of
the sort. The competition existing to-day
is very keen indeed. In the fruit-growing
provinees of Canada and of the TUnited
States standardisation laws have heen en-
acted and are very sirietly enforced. Those
laws go a long way to ensure that fruit and
other products are delivered to the con-
sumer in first-class eondition. In Western
Australia we bave the advantage of a very
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capable man in the Superintendent of Hor-
ticulture, Mr. Wickens, but we have no fruit
pathologist, and so when it does happen
that a disease makes its appearance, it is
not always possible fo secure an explana-
tion of the treatment necessary.

The Minister for Agrienlture: There is
the Department of Agriculture.

Mr. SAMPSON: Within the last four
weeks I wrote to the Department of Agri-
culture and forwarded samples of oranges
affected with some disease. I asked was
it possible to advise me, in order that I
might inform my constituents as to the
cause of the defective condition of the
fruit, and as to the remedy. I regret to
say the information eould not be given. As
for our marketing laws, they are noticeable
by their absence. We continue to stumble
along in haphazard fashion, and in most
cases it is left to the individual grower to
aet for himself. Even if 99 per cent. of
the growers acted properly, the remaining
1 per cent. would do the fruit-growing in-
dustry a good deal of injury. We have
great need of proper transport. We speak
of the importance of refrigerating or louvred
trucks, but aectually our transpert is the
same to-day as it was as far back as 25
or 30 years ago. Again, on very many
occasions the need for pre-cooling stores at
the ship’s side, or at all events on the wharf,
has been voiced in this House., The voice
has been ineffective, but the need is very
great. It is unfair to the fruit producers,
purticularly the apple growers, that pre-
eooling stores are not provided at the point
of shipment.

Mr. Marshall: Where would you have
them placed?

Mr. SAMPSON: As the hon. member
ought to know, the Fremantle harhour is
under the eontrel of a trust, and the best
place for pre-cooling stores is on the wharf.
That is the location that has been adopted
in other frmit-growing countries. Very fre-
guently pre-cooling stores are provided at
the ship’s side. That has been done in
Seattle and other ports of the United States.

Mr, Marshall : And does it apply in Malta,
where you at one time made yourself fam-
ous?

Mr. SAMPSON: Very little fruit is ship-
ped from Malta, but the people there are
industrious and enterprising, and it would

(18]
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be & lesson in respect of growing and pack-
ing if opporiunity were readily available
to us all to see the potatoes shipped from
Malta to England. One would imagine that
s0 small an island could not produce suf-
ficient to warrant sending away any large
guantity, Actnally, the Maltese produce in-
sufficient potatoes for their own require-
ments. But early potatoes bring so attrae-
tive a price in England that they are ship-
ped from Malta, and the condition in which
they arrive in London is a veritable object
lesson. I regret that the Government did
not see their way clear to meet the wishes
expressed by a deputation that waited on
the Minister for Agriculture some time ago
regarding egg marketing. If that Bill had
been approved it would have been possible
for it to be utilised in respect of wheat mar-
keting. I regret that the approval was not
given. The Bill is to come down, I helieve,
and if it s on the lines which I expect, I
will certainly give it my best snpport. It
is futile to-day to say that organisation is
vicious, and it is equally futile to say there
is no need for the growers to have the sup-
port of statutory power. The whole hia-
tory of fruit marketing in other countries
clearly proves that this nower is essenfial,
Never until the adoption of commitiee-of-
direction methods in British Columbia has
such progress been veported. There they
are able to stand up to the eompetition of -
the United States and other countries be-
cause of the organisation which now oper-
ates in respect of their produce in various
centres in British Celumbia. Some time ago
I made reference to the ifremendous competi-
tion that growers have to face in their mar-
keting. 1 have bere a short exiract from
the “Pacific Rural Press,” a weekly news-
paper puoblished in San Franeisco. This
extract shows that only 20 dollars will be
paid for first-rate peaches for canning this
vear. It reads as follows:—

Over 95 per cent. of the 1929 pack was repre-
sented among those who signed up, and the
agreement which was approved limited the
1930 canncd cling peuch pack to 13,000,000
cases. The growers will not get 30 dollarg this
year; they are only to reccive 20 dollars per
ton of the No, 1’3 in quality that they deliver,
and they will receive nothing for No. 2 qual-
ity. The canners are in honour bound not to
can No, 2, Those growers who leave their
fruit drop on the ground will get 20 dollars

less 7 dollars a ton for picking, grading, and
hauling costs.
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As vou s=ee, the full returns thex will get
for peaches delivered at the factory, the
highest grade peaches, will he ¢4 3s. 4d. per
ton. That is an indication of the very
heavy problems thut have to he met. I would
like to make a few remarks in regard to the
fruit fly. That is a heavy problem Western
Australia has to tace, and it is a very bitier
problem in  the United States. There
14,500,000 dollars have been voted to fight
the Mediterranean fruit fly, 1 do not sug-
gest we can find any considerable sum to
fight the flty, but I think the time has ar-
rived when co-operative fruit fly baiting
should be made compulsory, and regulations
should be framed making it mandatory thtat
fallen fruit shall be picked np each day.
There arc other matters to which I had in-
tended to refer, but T will Jeave them until
the Ectivates ave hrought down.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [3.30]: T
should like to congratulate members of the
Country Party on the business acumen they
bave shown by securing four portfolios in
the Government out of a total representation
of ten members,

Hon. P. Collier: The quality is there if
the numbers are not.

Mr. SLEEMAN: That must be guite a
" Afeat Tor ton members of the Country Party
to hene alwut,  They must have said to the
"emier, = Mese are tour Ministers Lor vou;
irrespective ol whether you like them or
not yoa have te take them.” The remarks
of the Attorney General, when making his
famous electioneering speech at South Perth,
have come true when he said that the Coun-
trr Party became a menace when it entered
polities. [t is a menace to quite a oum-
her of Nationalist members, who expected
portfolios but did not get them. It is also
& menace to the country, seeing that the
State will be governed practically hy those
ten men for the next three years, if they
have any luel. Those ten members ean die-
tate the poliey of the CGovernment during
the Mitchell regime, and they have the big
end of the stick. Then we have the words
of Mr. Trethowan, M.I.C., when speaking
in Svdney. He said the Conntry Party
could not possibly break away from the
pact; that their primary objeet was not to
get  the Country Party in bhut to keep
Lahour out; that they had an arrangement
under which they had the big end of the
stick. 1t 1s true that they have the big end

[ASSEMBLY.]

of the stick in Wesiern .Australia and the
remarks of the Attorney General, to which
1 have veferred, are also true, When speak-
ing dnring the eleefions the Premier talked
a lot about finding work for all. He went
to the country on the promise that if re-
turned to power he would provide work for
everyone, The statement was very definite.
When challenged as to where he wounld get
the money he saut there was suffictent rev-
enue coming into the eountry now to enable
him to provide work for all.  Within a
month of his assumption of office the unem-
ployed figures doubled. The Minister for
Mines admitted that the loral registrations
at the Perth Labour Buwrean during May
were 4,782, and at Fremantle 1,114, an in-
crease of 2,785 in Perth and 604 in Fre-
mantle, That statement was made after the
Government had assumed office. That is the
way thev set about finding work for all.
The way things are going on now is a
disgrace to any Government. Members op-
posite (alk about extremists, but o my mind
nothing savours more of extremism than the
present position as it is handled by the Gov-
ernment. The presence of a great number
of hungry men and women in the eountry is
more likely to breed extremists than is any-
thing else. The way the Government are
attempting to provide work in the country
i this: It is claimed that so many men are
picked uwp each week. They are told that
they are going to jobs that are likely to last
from three fo four months. .Actunally, how-
ever, the work lasts only a few days. A
number of men were sent to (owarnmup
and were informed that they wonld be there
for a few months, Within 14 days, how-
ever, they had finished their jobs and had
returned to the eity. Aetually they had only
11 days” work heeause they lost one day
througli rain. The men were denied rail
Lares either way.

Mr. Sampson: Who told you that?

Mr. SLEEMAN: After a lortnight, the
men had to come hack to Perth and the reasnn
given for their not being paid their farves
was that they were emploved by a private
vontractor and that it was not a Government
joh. The Tublic Works Department re-
pudiated any liability in the matter, and
satd that the men would have to look to the
private contractor for their fares.  After
many weeks' work on the part of the Aus-
tralian Workers’ Union the men received
their fares one way only. Quite recently a
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number of others were sent to Perenjori
and told they would be there about three or
four months. One man took up about £3
worth of slores with him to see him through
part of the time. They were not z0 lucky
as those I have just referred fo, who went
to a private contractor, hecause they were
only kept at work for six days. 1 was in-
formed of this by one of the men. I must
eongratulate the MMinister for TIndustries
upon his having arranged that the men
should get their fares both ways. T belime
those men went up on the assumption they
would have at least a month’s work, instead
of which they only had a few days.

Mr. Sampson: Was that a private or a
Giovernment job?

Mr. SLEEMAN: It was a Government
job on ile railways. During the elections
the Minister for Railways said he had never
dene anything that was not in the interests
of the worker. I question that. His next
statement was that the first thing to be done
wns to reduce interest and rents. Since he
bas taken office we have heard nothing about
a reduction in interest or rents, but the first
thing the Government did was to attack the
workers in all directions,  History is re-
peating itself. When the Nalionalist party
took oifice In Queensland, railway workers
were thrown ont of empioyment in all diree-
tions.

The Minister for Railways:
of Government have we in
sphere?

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am not discussing the
Federal sphere. The Minister for Railwayvs
ean say what he likes when his turn eomes.

Mr. Munsie: Why throw all the blame
upon them?

Mr. Raphael: We are not responsible
for the Federal Government.

Mr. SLEEMAN: If anyone on this side
of the House talks about reducing interest
payable to hondholders, the cry of repudia-
tion goes up. Lei us see what has oecurred
in Queensland, and what view the National-
ist Country Party regime takes of repudia-
tion. The Premier (Mr. Moore) had re-
moved by Order in Couneil, from the jurisdie-
tion of the Industrial Court, employees of the
public service, inelnding railway employees,
members of the police forece, and persons
engaged in the gold mining industry. He
said he was not going to sav that the action
of the Government was not repudiation, nor
did he contend that the Government were
not breaking promises: he recognised that

What kind
the Federal

it was, and that the position to-day was
most difficult. The Premier of that State
openly admits that he is repudiating the uu-
derstanding with the workers. That which
happened in {Queensland is happening in
Western Australia,  The Government are
sepudiating their obligations to the workers,
and taking from them that which belongs
lo them. If we mention anything about a
reduction in interest, or arbitration for other
jreople, we are told that is repudiation, and
an interference with the liberty of (he sub-
ject. I hope the Minister for Railways will
tike the first opportunity to do sometbing
nnd reduce interest and rent,

‘I'he Minister for Railways: Hear, hear!

Mr. SLEEMAN: Such reductions are
hadly needed. I hope he will be able to in-
fluence the Government to do something in
the matter. I should like to know what the
Government are doing to help the unem-
ployed. With the exception of the Black-
boy scheme T knew of nothing that they
are doing. Everybody, in the Government
and outside it, ecan do something in his own
way, namely by patronising local produets.
Govermments for many years past have been
sending a lot of money out of the eountry
t6 buy bitumen from abroad. T suppose
tens of thousands of pounds have gone out
of Western Australia for that produect.

Mr. Sampson:
on local produets,

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Government are
using bitumen just as other Governments
do. TLoecal tar could be used, as well as loeal
cement. Tt is used on the highways in the
Fasiern States and it eould be used here.

The Minister for Ratlways: That is a
different type of tar.

Mr, SLEEMAN: If they can produce it
there, we can do so here. Whatever the
Eastern States cun prodnee we can produce
here. What about cement? Is that of a
different type?

The Miaister for Railways: T do not say
that.

Mr. SLEEMAN: At Woollahra the high-
ways are being built with loeal cement. We
should use nothing but local products in the
making of our roads here and eould thus
save the outzoing of many thousands of
pounds each ycar. Such a course would
also remedy the nwnemployment trouble, It
would be the means of keeping a lot more
men at work and bring about the circulation
of a great deal more money.

The (Government insists
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The Minister for Railways: And if we
used tiled roofs instead of iron roofs.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes, I have here a
paragraph from a statement made by the
Perth City Engineer in which he said—

I have used considerable quantities of vari-
ous tars, both as a primary coat and hinder
and seal coat, I consider that good coke oven
tar, or horizontal retort tar, properly distilled,
makes an excellent binder and seal coat. T
consider a light tar the hest priming coat avail-
able; we used a quarter of a million gallons
of tar for this purpose last vear,

If the City Council can use local tars, the
Government should be able to do the same.

The Minister for Railways: T will read
you an opinion from the City Engineer on
tar later on if you want it.

Mr. SLEEMAN: That is one of his
opinions. We can also keep money in the
Stete by patronising machinery made in
Western Australia. When speaking on local
products recenily the Premier said that we
should be using locally made machinery. A
number of men could be kept employed if
the Government, when lending money to the
settlers through the Agrioultural Bank, in-
sisted on that woney being spent on locally
made implements. This provision did exist
in the Agricultural Bank Act, but unfor-
tunately was dropped. We should see thai
the money spent on agricultural machinery
ig kept within the State.

The Minister for Lands: Is that your
amendment of the Agmeultural Bank Act?

Mr. SLEEMAN: Quite a lot could be
done to provide employment in the loeal
works. Is it because this is a State trading
coneern that the Government are not pre-
pared to support it?

The Minister for Lands:
want value for their money.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Our workers can pro-
ditce as good an article as workers in any
other part of the world. The Minister for
Lands is the last man who shonld deprive
the workers of means of employment.

The Minister for Lands: I have done no-
thing of the kind. T ask for a withdrawal
of that remark.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Minister
objects to the hon. member’s remark.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I withdraw the state-
ment that he has done what I said, but he
did say that the people of this State want
value for their money. If he is not cast-
ing a reflection on the worker the hon.
member is doing the same thing by prae-

The farmers
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tically telling the people that if they want
valee for their money, they must get it
elsewhere, that it eannot be got within the
State by purchasing the loeally manufae-
tured article. I know that quite a number
of members on the other side of the House
are in favour of selling the State trading
concerns. The member for North-East Fro-
mantle (Mr. Parker) made a statement on
the hustings that if he was elected he would
advocate the sale of the implement works.
He added, however, that he would only be
in favour of selling the works to any pri-
vate purchaser who would agree to keep
the present employees there. No more stupid
statement was ever made. To think that
any person or any company would come
here from abroad and would ever agree to
such a proposal!

The Minister for Railways: You are
flecting on the men employed there.

Mr. Parker: What I said was that
same number shoud be kept there.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Whoever purchased the
implement works might want to change the
employees or some of them, or perhaps en-
gage & certain class, and get rid of others,

Mr. Parker: I said provided the same
number was kept there.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The hon. member said
provided the same employees were kept
there. There are several ways by which we
can assist local industries to beeome estab-
lished. For instance, we spend an enormous
sum of money annmnally on goods that we
ought to be able to produce or seeire
locally. Take fish: Last year we sent out
of Australia for fish £95,000 to the United
Kingdom, £3,500 to Canada. £78,000 to
New Zealand, £55,000 to South Afriea, again
£145,000 for potted fish to the United King-
dom, £100,000 for herrings to the Uniled
Kingdom, £385,000 to Canada for salmon
in tins, £32,000 to Alaska for salmen,
£124008 to United States for salmon,
£138,000 for sardines to Norway, and
£13,000 to South Afriea. If the people were
loyal to their own country, they would
assist {o establish on a sound foofing the
fishing industry out here. Instead of thatf
they prefer to send an enormous sum of
money out of Australia to support the in-
dustry in other parts of the world. If en-
couragement were given to the industry in
Australia, there would be provided a great
amount of work which would alleviate the
unemployment position. The member for

re-

the
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Carnarvon (Mr. Angelo) will agree with,me
that a lot can be done in the direction of
putting the fishing enterprise on a solid
footing.

Mr. Angelo: The West Anstralians will
not bother about fishing.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The hon. member says
that the Western Australians will not en-
gage in the industry. I ean remind the hon.
member that I was on the deck of a steamer
once and I heard him making a ferrible
row. I wondered what had happened and
on inquiry I found that he was complaining
that fishermen along the coast could not get
their fish brought down. Now he says that
they will not bother about ecatching fish.
Anyway, I heard him raise Cain because
the fishermen could not get space to bring
down their ecatch.

Mr. Angelo: Who is eatching the fish?
Ttalians,

Mr., SLEKMAN: Now we find that the
Government, instead of assisting fo build
np the industry, are doing their best to
prevent its being established. Recently we
read an article in “Smith’s Weekly” of the
action of the Government against the erew
of the trawler owned by the Western Aus-
tralian Trawling Company. This iz what
the article said—

To the amazement of all, including Iawyers,
the Govermment deg up an o0ld statute which
gave them the right to exercise a royal pre-
rogative, placing the Crown claims before any
others, even to the exelusion of employees’
wages, hardly great emough to affeet seriously
the national finances, With this spirit of op-
timism the Government representatives were in-
terviswed, and the plight of the officers and
crew made clear to them, stress bheing placed
on the faet that if the Government would con-
sent to the crew bheing paid first, it would help
to relieve the almost desperate situation in
which they had heen placed through no fault
of their own. A sum of £450 would cover these
elaims, and the ligquidator had already col-
lected just sufficient to pay the men. Judge
then the surprise and consternation two weeks
ago when the Government gave its decision on
the matter, and declined to forego its priority
in faveur of men who had earned. with hard-
ship and danger, the wages which were due to
them,

The Attorney General: What is the date
of that paper?
Mr. SLEEMAN: The 23rd August.

Mr. Angelo: Why did not the trawler
make a suecess of it
Mr. SLEEMAN: I ecannot say. The

hon. member should know the reason why
the trawler was not successful. Possibly
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if he went along and gave the company the
benefit of his experience, they might take
notice of it.

Mr. Angelo: Yes, provided the union
secretaries kept out of the road. If they
had not interfered the concern would have
been going to-day.

Mr. SLEEMAN: There should not be
any necessity to import fish to a country
like this, seeing that the waters along our
coast are teeming with fish. It should also
be possible for a company to pay award
rates. The seamen only want the rates
of pay awarded by the court, and if a con-
cern does not pay those rates, it deserves
all that it gets. If the hon. member wants
people merely to work and not ask for
wages, I should not raise any objection to
his getting together the 500 or 600 resi-
dents in his constitueney—I think that is
the nomber to be found there—to take omn
the work. If that number is not enough,
there is nothing to prevent his taking a
few more up there. I repeat that no
money should be sent out of the country
when our water$ are just alive with fsh.

Mr. Angelo: I agree with you there.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The hon. member has
even gone to the exfent of inviting that
great fisherman and author, Zane Grey, to
fish in onr waters. Me would be interested
to know thai we spend so much money in
purchasing fish from other parts of the
world, and he would think there was some-
thing radically wrong.

The Minister for Railways:
your remedy for it.

Mr. SLEEMAN: My remedy would be
similar to that of the hon. member who
was once Premier of this State. He
opened up fish shops, amongst other things,
but I am sorry to say that since then he
has slipped eonsiderably and now he is not
worrying at all whether the people get
cheap fish or not.

The Attorney General: Is it not a fact
that practically all the fish we get are
canght one by one with a hook and line?

Mr. SLEEMAN: I do not think that is
s0. The best thing we can do is to author-
ise the member for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo)
to invite his friend Mr. Zane Grey out here
to impart to the Atforney General a little
knowledge about the fishing business.

Mr. Angelo: Unfortunately he is ill, or
he would have been here by now.

Mr. SLEEMAN: When members gay
that they helieve most of the fish are

Give us
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caught one by ane at the end of a line, 1
can only tell them that they are very much
astray.

The Attorney General: Well, tell us what
fish are not canght that way,

Mr. SLEEMAN: Most of the small fish
are not caught that way. Does the hon.
member think that when the trawler went
out the few men on board were hanging
over the sides with hooks at fhe end of
their lines drawing up the fish? But fish
is not the only article on which we expend
such a lot of money to bring in from out-
side. We expend a considerable amount
in clothing and footwear, all of which could
be made within the State. I am serry to
say that we can find only too many io tell
us that the boots made in Western Aus-
fralin are not up to stapdard. T have been
told by soldiers with whom T am ae-
quainted that when they were at the war
if they could get & pair of Western Aus-
tralian-made boots they preferred them to
any other make. Yet we have the spec-
tacle of our factories working short time
instead of going full speed ahead to pro-
vide fhe wants of the residents of the
State.

Ay, Panton: The same thing is going
on all over Australia.

Mr. Angelo: That position, too, is due
to Federation. The Kastern States fae-
tories are dumping their boots here.

Mr. SLEEMAXN: That is not so; it is
the fault of the people of the State who
always seem to want something foreign.

The Minister for Lands: Are you wear-
ing Western Australian boots now?

My, SLEEMAN: Yes, and I ean tell the
Minister for Lands that so far as possible
1 get my clothes made of Western Aus-
tralian cloth. Some people will tell us that
Albany  eloth shrinks and that the dye
runs. | have had several zuits made of
Albauy cloth, and | have not had it shrink,
nor did the dye run. 1 am pleased to be
able to =av that it is very good wearing
material.

M. Panton: The cloth could do with a
little less haudling by wholesalers.

Mr, SLEEMAXN: That difticulty could be
overcome. Even the jam factories do not
seem to e able to get any local encvurage-
ment.

The Minister for Lands: Mr. Green, the
Minister for Defence, would not even allow
the troops to he fed on it here.
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Mr. Panton: That was because there was
no strawberry jam., The Minister, I sup-
pose, was always fed on plum and apple
jam.

Mr. SLEEMAX: Strawberry jum was
wanted. and as it could not be got here (hev
had to go outside the State to get it, I
can gei sulficient jam in the State to satisty
my requirements. I do not very often get
strawberry jam. But we should patronise
more of the lines that are made in the State.
And it that were done it would help to
provide employment for many of those who
are without it. There would nol (lien be
so many men on sustenanee and perbaps
there would not be any need for the Black-
boy Camp. The system of giving local auth-
orities sustenance money to provide work
for the uwnemployed may be all right in
theory, but it does not work out well in
practice. We find that men when on susten-
ance are given the equivalent of 1s. per head
per day for each of a family, and when they
work out their sustenance for a local
authority, those hodies pay in actual eash
so that men may be employed on some of
the roads or other undertakings. When
they are on sustenance they receive orders
for provisions on which they can at least
subsist. If the provisions are not adequate,
they are at least sufficient to keep people
alive. Most of the loeal aunthorities, how-
ever, are not in the financial position to
pay anything extra, and instead of a man
receiving two guineas worth of goods from
the Welfare Department, he receives £2 2s.
cash from the loeal authority.

The Minister for Railways: Which local
authori'y is doinz that?

My, SLEEMAN: Quite a lot of them.

The Minister for Railways: They are
not.

Mr. SLEEMAN: A list was published
showing the amounts expended by the local
governing bodies and the amounts added by
thewr. T think the Perth Road Boart, of
which the Minister is a memnber, heada? {le
list. and were doing the hest work of the
lot. Other councils have not the monry at
their disposal and the worker receives €2 2s.
in eash. Tmmediately he collects if, be is
met on the road by the landlord, who gives
him the alternative of paving his rent or
being turned inte the street. Deozens of
men in the Fremantle dtriet have wld
me they had not a bite of food in the house,
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and when I have reminded them that they
had had two or three days’ work during
the week, the reply has been, *Yes, but we
had either to pay the landlord or be t.rned
into the street.” If they paid the landlord,
they had to go without food. The resuit
is that the landlord is getting the money
that ought to be devoted to keeping the un-
employed and their families from siarve-
tion. Some system is required un:.er «h.ch
those men should be paid sufficient to meet
their rent, or else the payment of rent should
be suspended for the time being. A mora-
torinm would operate harshly in some in-
stances. 1 know of landlords who are liv-
ing on their rentals and who have no other
income. I know a lady who invested -:ll
she had in & large house. Three families
were renting rooms from her and not one
of them was able to pay the rent. She was
just as hard up against things as were the
unemployed, and had to seek assistance in
order that she might live. While a mora-
torium might be useful in many instanees,
it would also work hardship.

The Atitorney General: That is the whole
trouble.

Mr. SLEEMAN: At the same time some-
thing must be done to enable people to pay
poriion of their rent, or eise ifts payment
must he suspended.
the local governing authorities are not in
a position fo provide the extra day or two
days’ work a week that would enable em-
ployees to earn snfficient to pay their rent.
Some of the councils wonld be willing to
float a loan in order to provide the extra
money, but unfortunately they cannot raise
the money and the Government are not able
to advanec money to them, In many in-
stanees men are receiving only the value
of their actual sustenanee.

Mr. Kenneally: And the responsibility is
placed on loeal authorities to find work for
the unemployed.

Mr. SLEEMAXN: 'The responsibility
is bheing put on to the local authon-
ties,. If it were possible to overcome
the rent dilliculty, people would not
be starving as they are at present
Single men and women who are un-
employed and living with their parents are
not provided with sustenance. The position
of many girls is serious. If three boys and
three girls over age were living with their
parents, and all were out of work, susten-

It is regrettable that .
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ance would be provided for only the father
and the mother. The department take the
view that the boys and girls are over-age
and therefore cannot be considered. Many
families are receiving 14s. a week to pro-
vide sustenance for hushand and wife, where-
as they should be getting three or four
times that amounf because there are child-
ren in the home whe eannot get work or
sustenanee. This makes it hard for the
parents to keep body and soul together.
Something shounld be done to provide for

" boys and girls whether under-age or over-

age. @irls out of employment cannot
he turned out of the home, and to turn out
sons who have heen good to their parents
would be equally hard. Girls who
are not living at home and who lose their
work arc stilt more unfortunately placed,
and should be provided at least with the
wherewithal to live. Duiing the last few
months I have met three oy four families
who came ont as migrants, and have not re-
paid their farves to the Government. These
people now have a chance of returning to
the Old Country, friends there having of-
fered to provide the veturn faves. The Cowm-
monwealth, however, say that a migrant
must not leave these shores until the fare to
Australin hos been paid to the Government.
This means that the State is compelled o
keep those people until such time as they
can pay their fares, whivh may be a year or
may he for ever. A man at Fremantle has
heen receiving suslenance for quite a lony
time, aud he assurex me that he is likely to
require it moeh longer. He has a wife and
three ¢hildren. I approached the Migration
Nepartment for permission for him to re-
turn to England as his people there had
velunteered to pay the tares Mome. The
department finally replied—

Turther to mine of the 31st July, I have to
advise that a reply has now come to hand from
Melbeurne office to the effeet thut the issue of
a clearanee to enable vou to obtain a pass-
port for return te Great Britain eannot be
authorised uuless vou nzke some arrangements

for the liquidation of vour pussage money lean
indebtedness.

Mr, Wells: I had a ense like that vester-
day.

My, SLEEMAN: That is one of a numbr
of instances which have come under my
notice. If a man has no chance of getting
work here, it is not right that the State
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shouid be penalised by baving to keep him
and his family when he s prepared to re-
turn to the uld Country, The best thing we
can do is to cut the first loss and let im
go Home. Quit a number of migrants
have no chance of getting the money with
which to pay their fares to Australia, be-
cause they cannot get employment. If rela-
tives in the Old Country are prepared to
pay for their return, they should be allowed
to go. I hope the Minister will see whether
anything can be done to save the State the
cost of their sustenance. There has heen
quite a lot of discussion about the losses
ineurred by the railways. I claim that for
a number of years the Railway Department
have made no effort fo combat motor com-
petition.  Metropolitan trains are running
slmost empty, while charabanes and taxis
are fully patronised. I believe that if fares
were reduced and people were given some
incentive to travel by train, the railways
would recover some of the traffic they have
lest. In Fremantle we have the spectacle
of charabanes being given a stand praeti-
cally outside the railway stetion. It is only
a hundred yards away, and people heading
for the railway station, finding that some
little time will elapse hefore the next train
leaves, take a bus instead, and that money
is lost to the railways. It looks as if we
were inviting competition with the railways
by giving the.buses a stand so close to the
gtution. They should be given a stand fur-
ther away, so that they would not be in such
direct competition with the trains. A re-
duction of railway fares would also be bene-
fieinl. It is betier to run trains full at one-
halt or one-quarter of the existing Tares
iban have them runing hour after hour with
omy hali-a-dozen passengers or so. I have
travelled by a train from Fremantle to
Perth as the enly first-class passenger, and
having my pass | was a dead-head. Yet
first-class coaches are hauled backwards and
forwards hour after hour, day after day,
and are little parronised. The time has come
when the first-class earriages on the metro-
politan lines should be abolished. On the
trams we do not look for first-elass and
second-class. Mrs, Jones ecan rub shoulders
with Mrs. Brown in a tram, and ne harm is
done, but as soon as they go to a train,
there are class distinctions. This is detri-
mental to the railways.
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The Minister for Railways: Did you say
you were the only Hrst-ciass passenger on
the tram?

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes, and | did not pay
because 1 was travelling on my pass.

The Miuister for Lands; Are you advo-
cating a reduction of the serviee?

Mr. SLEEMAN: No; the service should
be speeded up and the fares reduced, so that
people would have some incentive to travel
by train. In addition, the Government should
abolish the two-class system. There is no
need for two classes on a suburban train
if, indeed, there is on any line, There
is not more than one clags on trams or
anywhere else.

Mr. Panfon: Ycu do not get more than
one class on buses.

Mr. SLEEMAN: No; often bus passen-
gers have to stand. The State assists motor
competition by providing good roads
for the buses and taxis and allowing
them to run praectically parallel with
the railways. This, to a certain ex-
tent, is the cause of the loss on the
metropolitan section of the system. The
railways cannot be expected to show a pro-
fit at present if we adhere to the poliey of
pushing out lines to serve the country. The
railways are doing valuabie work in the
opening up of the country. Some people
maintain that the railways should be made
to pay, but I consider this is one department
that should not be reguired to balance its
acconnts while it is required to assist people
i the comnfry to make good.

The Minister for Lands: Of course the
interest has to be paid on the ecost. ’

Mr. SLEEMAN: Part of the interest conld
be paid out of revenue. It is not necessary
to insist upon the railways making a profit.
There are many new lines that serve only a
small number of people, and they cannot be
expected to pay for some years. Conse-
quently, the railways as a whole cannot be
expeeted to square their accounts, Hos-
pitals are sorely in need of assistance.
Whether there is depression or not, what-
ever comes or goes, the hospitals cannot be
allowed to continue as at present.

Mr. Panton: The greater the depression,
the greater the demands on the hospitals.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes, and something
must be done.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 io 7.530 p.m.
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Mr., SLEEMAN: Before tea I was refer-
ring to the guestion of hospitals. Whatever
comes or goes, the sick and afflicted of this
community cannot be allowed to remain in
their present condition. Qur hospitals must
be financed. The previous Government
brought down two Bills for that purpose—
one a State lotteries Bill, the other to pro-
vide adequate financial assistance for the
hospitals. Both Bills met with disfavour in
another place. Thereupon another measure
was introduced proposing a tax for hospital
purposes, but this also was defeated. Hence
it is up to the present (lovernment to do
something towards financing 4he hospitals.
I am sure all members on the Opposition
side of the House will support any reason-
able measure for that purpose. It is a
shame that so much money spent on lotteries
in this State should go to the support of
hospitals outside Western Australia, while
our own institutions are languishing, If
the Government are not prepared to bring
down a Bill to institute State lotteries, let
them introduce a reasonable measure of
taxation for hospital purposes, and I shall
support it. It should not, however, be a
measure imposing too great a burden on the
poorer sections of the community. I may
be able to make one or two suggestions
aceeptable to the present Governmenf. This
country has a number of racecourses, all of
them showing a fair profit. I would go so
far as to suggest that the Government should
take contro! of those raceconrses, in order
that the profits might be applied to the up-
keep of hospitals. I make a similar sugges-
tion regarding totalisator fraetions. For
many years the patrons of our racecourses
have lost those fractions. On the other
hand, in South Australia totalisator frac-
tions are paid. If that can be done there,
I fail to see why Western Australian race-
goers should lose the fractions. I[f the fol-
lowers of racing do not get the fractions,
the Government are fully justified in claim-
ing them for the support of hospitals. Ae-
cidents in connection with motor cars and
motor cyeles canse our hospitals a great deal
of expenditure. From gonversation with
hospital authorities I have learnt that con-
siderable amounts of money are owing to
their institutions for ireatment of the vie-
tims of motor and cycle accidents, the driver
of the motor car or cycle not having insured
against the risk. Every driver of a motor
car or motor cycle should be compelled to
take out a comprehensive policy covering

accidents, either to himself or to people with
whom he may come into collision. As things
are, the driver of a motor car or motor eycle
may run into another man, and that man’s
dependants will be left unprovided for; or
the driver may put & man into hospital for
a long period and leave the hospital fees un-
paid. For these ressons I urge that every
driver of a motor car or motor cyele should
be compelled to take out a comprehensive
insnranee policy covering injury to anyone
with whom he may come into collision, Much
has been said about the selling of the State
trading concerns—a proposal which I hope
the Government will not entertain for a
moment. We have our State ships trading
on our coast in competition with hoats
manned by black erews. I believe it was on
the strong recommendation of the present
Premier, when holding the same office some
years ago, that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment lifted the ban on black hoats and
allowed them to compete with the State ves-
sels on our coast. What we wan{ is another
State ship, and a re-imposition of the em-
bargo on boats with black crews, whose
money is all spent abroad. Certainly it is
not spent in this eountry. The crews of the
State boats are provisioned in this country,
and their earnings go to the support of their
wives and children living in Western Aus-
tralia. Many of our seamen are now walk-
ing the streets looking for work. In the
absence of black crews, employment would
he found for our own people and their earn-
ings would be speni in Western Australia.
We do not want another scandal like that
of the Commonwealth ships being sold, or
perhaps I shounld say given away, to the
friends of some people. I trust that our
State Government will not allow themselves
to be led into a similar trap. Another work
that is waiting to be done at Fremantle, and
one which would be in & ranner teprodue-
tive, is the sewerage of Fast Fremantle.
The scheme has been surveyed for over 12
months. In view of the unemployed posi-
tion the Government should put that work
in hand, and they would get some return
from the people whose premises were
sewered. The work is badly needed from the
aspect of both the unemployed and East
YFremantle residents, Then there ig¢ what
perhaps I may term the Parker bridge, to
which the member for North-East Fremantle
(Mr. Parker) bas put in a claim,
Mr. Parker: You can have it
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Mr. SLEEMAX: T will not dispute the
ownership of it with the hon. member, but
I am prepared to do anything to get it built.
The present bridge could not be in a worse
state of repair than it is. 1 am afraid that
if a yacht or one of those little tug boats
should get out of hand and hit a pile, we
should find ourselves without a bridge. The
member for South Fremantle (Mr, MeCal-
lum) suggested that it wmight be possible to
get the bridge built per medium of honds,
und the (ivernment wmiglt investivate the
propossl.  The building of the hridge would
go a long wayv towards absorbing the unem-
ploved. T firmly helieve that if something
is not done shortly, we shall wake wp some
morning to Hnd the bridge gone. When I
made a sinvlar predietion about the railway
bridge some years ago, most members of the
House laughed and said I knew nothing
about the subject. A liitle while later I
wag in a position to say to them, I told you
s0.” However, I was not so hard-hearted.
I hope the suggestion of the member for
South Fremantle will be investigated. for
I believe there is something in what he says.
Tf the bridge can he built hy means of
bonds, it will be a good thing for the State
and for evervone concerned, espeeciallv from
the aspect of absorbing unemployed, With
reference to the allowanees of members of
Parliament, I notice that the Premier re-
cently said that he intends to bring down a
Bill to reduce the salaries of members by
14 per cent.

The
ances.

Mr. SLEEMAXN: T helieve T am the first
member on this side of the House to voice
an opinion on that proposal. I am totally
against any reduction of salary, not because
it will hit me in the pocket, but becanse I do
not believe in the principle of redueing sal-
aries. I object to it because of the effect it
will have on other people, and the lead it
will give towards reducing the pay of peo-
ple in other walks of life. The reduction of
Parliamentary salaries or allowances, if
carried out, will enable the Government to
say, “We have led the way and now we are
going to reduce the pav of other people hy
10 per cent.”

The Minister for lands: Other Austra-
lian States have done it.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am not against losing
a few shillings personally, bat T say that
this is no time for redueing salaries. Tf

Minister for Lands: Their allow-
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workers wage: are to be reduced in
the same measure as members of Par-
liament, | say it is wrong. If a man
on £600 a year can only be reduced

16 per cent., then the man on tke basic
wage cannof afford to be reduced even one-
halt per cent.

The Minister for Lands:
ceut.

My, SLEEMAXN: IPFrom the aspect of
helping people in distress. I elaim that I
am prepared to live on as little as most
members of this Chamber. | lave ncver yet
seen the man § could not live alongside with
the same amount nf money. Most members
on this side of the House are less able fo
lose some of their salary than I am. The
proposed reduction of 10 per eent. repre-
sents £60 per annum. Now I have a sug-
gestion to make. Instead of Parliamentary
salaries being reduced, let all the members
of the Legislative Assembly and of the
Legislative Couneil give an order for £2
a week to be deducted trom their pay for
the purpose of assisting the unemployed
during the next 12 months, or until things
wet better. 1f at the end of 12 months
things were no better, and if we were still
fortunate enough to vetain our seats in Par-
liament, we should Dbe prepared lo renew
the order for a further year. T am not
againsf rednetion of salaries because it will
hit me in the poeket, but purely and simply
on the score of iy being against the prin-
ciple of reduction of wages. If the objeet of
the Governwent is simply to get money for
the assistanee of people now out of employ-
ment, my proposal should suit them better
than a reduetion of 10 per cent.

The Minister for Railways: Would your
proposal be a reduction?

My, SLEFMAN: No. It would mean
that 50 members of this Houge and 30 mem-
hers of another place

The Minister for Railways: Will your
union allow its members to make a rebate
on their own wages?

Mr. SLEEMAN: My union will allow
any man to do what he likes with his own
money onee he gets it. 1 consider my sug-
gestion a hetter method than the Clovern-
ment's proposal, | helieve that hefore long
the people of Anstralis will rise in protest
aegninst the cost of government. It is ridi-
rulons to sav that to zovern the Avstralinu
people require two Housex in five States,

Mauke it 20 per
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one House in another State, and two Fede-
ral Houses.

The Minister for Lands: Let us abolish
the Federal Houses for a start.

Mr. SLEEMAN: This State could save
4 great deal of money by reducing the pre-
sent number of members of Parliament. In-
stead of 50 members in the Assemibly and
30 in the Council, let us reduce the number
in another place by 20 and the numher in
this House by 10. That would rvepresent
a reduction of 30 iv a total of 8). If the
Government are looking for money, they
will adept one ov other of those proposals.
Either let there be a reduction of member-
ship as I have suggested, or let every mem-
ber of both Houses sgree to subseribe £2
per week for the next 12 inonths.

Hon. I”. Collier: Faney putting those ideas
into their heads!

Mr., SLEEMAN: If the Governmnent are
out to get money and merely want to re-
duce the saleries of members of Parliament
without seeking to benefit the people, then
I shall not be a party to their move. The
proposition 1 have placed before them, will
provide more money than will be saved te
the country merely by a reduclion of salaries.
During the time I have been in Parliament,
a number of Acts have been passed which
now include seetions throwing the respon-
sibility of proof of innocenee on to accused
persons. The Attorney General and I see
eye fto eye on this question. Although
on oppoisite sides of the House we
have always fought against such provi-
sions being included in legislation. The
hon. member is now Atiorney General, and
perbaps he may he able to introduce a Bill
to contain a2 clause setting out that in all
Acts that embody the section I complain of,
that particular provision shall be wiped out.

Hon. P. Collier: Wholesala legislation !

Mr. SLEEMANXN: I do not know if that
would be possible, but although it might be
a wholesale way of doing it, it would be a
good thing. Fven if most other hon. mem-
bers do not agree with me, T know 1 shall
have the Attorney General with me.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: He does not seem
to be too enthusiastie.

The Attorney General: I agree with him.

Mr. SLEEMAN: When a man is arrested,
what we say is, “Now prove your immno-
cenee.” I can remember, ever since I was
a little child, my fathers always told me

5

the very essence of British justice was
that every man was innocent until he
was proved guilty. We have departed from
that, and say that every man is gmilty until
he proves his innocence. 1 hope the Attor-
ney General will do something regarding
this matter.

The Attorney General: What about im-
prisomwent 1or debt? Will you join me in
that too?

Mr. BLEEMAXN: 1 think I will.

The Minister for Railways: You can go
in together!
Hon. D.
couspiracy!

Mr. SLEEMAN: The last subject 1 will
deal with relates to group settlement.

Mr. Angelo: Last, but not least.

My, SLEEMAN: I notice that the Gov-
ernment infend fo introduce a Nornalup
settlement scheme, I do not know whether
they will ecall that a group settlement
scheme, but I suppose under any name it
will smell as sweet. From what people
who know the country have told me,
I am convineed that further investiga-
tions should be carried out before the
Government go on with the scheme. I
agrec that something should be done for
people who are out of work, but my in-
formation is that in the districts econeerned
there is £5,000,000 worth of marketable
timber, mostly karri and tingle. T am given
to understand that that is a conservative
estimate.

The Minister for Railways: The man who
tald you must have been a fisherman; he
zot a bile!

Mr. SLEEMAN: That is what [ am led
to believe. [f that is the position, I think
further information should be sought.

The Minister for Tands: Who told you
that? We might he able to check the infor-
mation. -

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1t seems to me that the
Premier rushed down in one train, then
sent the Deputy Leader down in the next
train, and when they came back they said,
“This is the plaee.”

The Minister for Lands: Do you want the
Tremantle chaps to be fixed up?

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1 want them to settle

Collier: There seems to he a

wherever they ecan get a living. At
any vrate, T have heen informed that
£3,000,000 worth of marketable timber

will be destroyed on the land where these
groups are to bhe placed at Nornalup.
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The Minister for Railways: Quits wrong.

AMr. SLEEMAN: Perhaps the member for
Nelson (Mr. J. H, Smith) will be able to
throw more light on the subject.

Mr. J. H. Smith: What is the use of
timber if there is no sale for it¢

Mr. SLEEMAN: What is the good of
wheat if there is no sale for it? Are we
to tell the farmers not to grow more wheat
as there is not likely to be any sale for it
for the time being? There will be & sale
for timber some time or other, and would
the member for Nelson advise us to destroy
the timber because there is no jmmediate
sale for it¥ That would be wrong. I hope
more investigation will be made before the
scheme is proceeded with, if it means
the destruction of valuable marketable ,tim-
ber.

The Minister for Railways: Do you know
our Conservator of Forests?

Mr. SLEEMAN: I do not say that I saw
any man, not even the Conservator, at the
Forests Department, My information came
from a good source.

The Minister for Lands: Let us have your
source of information.

Hon. W. D. Johnsen: That is not the
point. It is a question of destroying karri.

The Minister for Lands: We are not
doing so.

Mr. SLEEMAN: At . any rate, I hope
some investigation will be made. T shall
have further opportunity to speak and will
not detain the House any longer.

ME. NORTH (Claremont} [7.50]: May
I join with other members in congratulating
yvou, Mr, Speaker, on the position you have
attained, and I trust you will have a long
career like your predecessor.

My, Panton: Not quite so long.

Mr. NORTH: Just as long. The present
time of stress has eome upon us with some-
thing of a shock, not quite, as the Leader
of the Opposition suggested facetiously,
over night, Apart from the reasons gener-
ally advanced as the cause of the present
crisis, it seems to me that we have an ac-
cumulation of troubles all at once. I ".nve
been a member of Parliament for a few
years, and have resided in the State for
many years. I do not remember any Gov-
ernment balancing the Budget in one year
except on one special oceasion when the ex-
Premier announced a surplus, If T re-
member aright there was some talk on #™at
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occasion about the surplus being represented
Ly trust funds, or some suech statcmenl wus
wzde in explanation of the balancing. The
faet I have drawn attention Lo would ia-
evitably have led to our present position.
No glber result could have followed the re-
curring Budgets every year. The scandal-
ous waste of public money ou various works
would probably bave led to our present pos-
ition as well.

Hon. P. Collier: Which works?

Mr. NORTH: I am not referring to works
far which any special Government were re-
sponsible. I refer to works such as the Fre-
mantle dock, the Wyndham Meat Works, the
3f1. Gin. reilway gange, and similar under-
takings, We have fo earry the bnrden of
enormous losses through wasteful extrava-
gance on public works, for which no par-
tieular Government can be held respoeusible,
We have a perfeet load to carry now, and
it must run inte tens of thousands of pounds
a vear. Those are two sources from which
our present difficulties must have arisen.
The third is represented by the tariff, a
question that has been raised time and again
in this Chamber, and outside as well. Any
one of those three items would bave been
sufficient, but when on top of that we have
the fall in prices in the world's markets, we
have our difficulties increased many fold.
The accumulated cffects of the four disabili-
ties combine to make the task confronting
the present Government one such as no other
Government had to deal with in the history
of Western Australia. The Stute is lueky
ui having such a stalwarl team on the Treas-
ury bench to carry on the task. The inw-
mediate question that faces us as a State is
what to do with the men who are suiferiny
as the result of the present depression, The
trouble is world-wide. Already Lhe axc has
struck, and it will strike again. 1 am in-
terested, as a member for a suburban con-
stitueney, in what will happen to the men
now on the unemployment warket and those
that will be added later. What is happen-
ing to the 2s. a week econtributed from
various homes? ‘What is happening to the
money provided from the Government sus-
tenance fund that cnables two or three davs’
work a week to be provided for people?
That work are they doing? These are im.
portant questions. As time goes on and the
axe strikes again and again, the army of
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t.ooploy:d will swell still further. Addi-
tional work will have to be organised to
cope with the added difficulty, Already at
Cottesloz and Clarcmont  he question is being
asked, “Wheve will this lead to, and what
next can we do?” More work has been donc
iti my electorate in the last three months
than in the preceding 20 years. We have
an army of men going around the sireets
cleaning up and levelling. They are going
on so fast that in no tbme we will have a
mode] town. 1t makes one wonder what sort
of times we are living in, When things
were prosperous and there was plenty of
money, we ¢ould not afford to remove stonns
or level off roads and footpaths. Now we
are without a bob in the world, we are able
to turn round, put on armies of men and
tarn our centres info model towmships
What is the world coming to? We will sonn
have to consider the value of the services
rendered by the men. If they can level
footpaths and streets and do other useful
work, surely we cun make this grist for our
mill. Can we not put them to work that
will be of more permanent value? While
endeavouring .to meet the present difficulties
we should consider preparing for the future.
Could we not consider tbe advizability of
colleeting a small sum per week in food
times so as to be able to draw on that money
when difficulties arise. When the times were
satisfactory, we did not take that precan-
tion; now we are in trouble, money is being
contributed from every household. Tt is
right that the Government or local authori-
ties should get down to work and see what
can be done for the army of unemployed
during the next year or two. After three
months’ work in my district, we are wonder-
ing what we can find to do next month. We
were asked by the Premier to offer sugges-
tions. My first suggestion is that the Gov-
ernment should, with the local authorities,
look into the guestion of ufilising the funds
available and fthe mass of willing labour, in
more useful directions as fime goes on.
That raises the point as to why we are in
our present position. It is oot sufficient
merely to say that the State or the Com-
monwealth have not been sufficiently care-
ful in the past. What heinous wrong hava
we done that our people should be out of
work? T do not think the reasons I have
indicated in my references to world depres-
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sion can afford the explapation, It is use-
lves saying we are suliering trom a world-
wide depression because there were too
many motor ¢ars, (0o much wheat, and so
on. The suggestion about too many motor
curs was one reason advanced by the Bank
of New South Wales in their July “Cireca-
lur.,” In an arvticle dezling with Australia’s
cconomic position there appeared ihe fol-
lowing :—

We are not the only folk in trouble. Adver-
sity grips all mankind from China to Peru.
Wool, cotton, wheat, sugar, tea, coffee, tin, rub-
ber, eopper, silver, all alike, are at ruinous
prices. Manufacturing as well as agricultural
peoples are in diffieulties. Unemployed are
numbered by millious in the Unrited States,
Germany and Britain, There must be world-
wide causes at work. Seeing, too, that people
in every continent are offering masses of goods,
and all at bedrock prices, the difficulty must
lie in arranging terms and media of exchange,
i.c., money, he cssence of trade is an ex-
change of surplus goods. There are goods in
plenty, but men cannot huy from others until
they sell their own. It is mot a lack of phy-
sical means of transport, Never was there so
much idle tonnage rusting in port.

And so the article goes on to show that
there is too much of everything in the world
Just now, excepting the root of all evil—
money itself.

Mr. Wennealy:
more.

Mr. NORTH: Yes, they do.

The Atforney General: Is it not that they
want to improve the exchange?

Mr. NORTH: I am prepared to follow
the Government right throngh in all that
they are doing, but at the same time it ap-
pears to me they are, as it were, in the
bottom of a valley where an awful avalanche
has overtaken the people, and the Govern-
ment are erecting platforms in order to
save persons from drowning. Actvally they
have not had time to inspect things at the
top of the hill with a view to finding out
what started the avalanche. We should en-
deavour to consider what is the cause of all
this trouble. The Bank of New South Wales
points out that there is throughout ‘the
world an absolute glut of every commodity.
Apparently the same thing is obtfaining all
over the world. What a paradox it is to
think that in our day universal over-pro-
duetion should mean universal ruin, instead
of universal prosperity. I am not going
to be for ever sandbagged with new excuses
as to why things are wrong. I was always
taught that it was under-production that

Yet they say produce
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caused trouble, that we had not then suifi-
cient commodities in the world. Vhen
Gibbon wrote his great history he remarked
that money had contributed to multiply that
which it was designed to express. That might
have been true in those days. Money in
those days may have contributed to the mul-
tiplieation. It was a sign of progress then,
but in these days money cannof keep pace
with production; we have the goods right
ahead of our money. This pamphlet issued
by the Bank of New South Wales points to
our troubles as being due to one side of the
money problem, for it says—

Now that almost all the world has got back
tu some sort of a gold standard, the heavier
call for gold as a means of making payment to
un international creditor that will not take

goods has had much to do with the recent gen-
eral fall in prices.

There is an admission that it is the going
back to the gold standard that is causing
our troubles. If true, it is scandalous that
a community of 6,000,000 souls, or if you
like that the eivilised world, should be suf-
fering because of the economists’ theory
that the gold standard is a good one. If
going back to the gold standard is to mean
all this world trouble, it is time that ques-
tion was examined more closely. Other
reasons are given in this pamphlet, but they
all point to the one thing, namely, that we
have z world overflowing with goods and
transport services and cheap prices, and
even with leisure—for we all seek leisure,
and now that there is plenty of leisure,
namely unemployment—

Mr. Kenneally: Tt is proposed to lessen
the leisure.

Mr. NORTH: To me, Sir, it seems it
is time this Parliament, and indeed all Par-
liaments, got right down to the essential
facts as to what is eavsing all this trouble.
It is of no use merely following the books
of the economists, which tell you we have
trade cycles and trade slumps and that
sort of thing. Recently I looked into a
book written by the great Henry Ford. He
has tackled this question. IHis is a great
mind and his reflections are worth consider-
ing. He says there is something wrong in
econnmies, and that the main rooi of the
trouble has to do with a false money syvs-
tem. That is pretty straight, coming from
a man of his ability and knowledge, a man
with £20,000,000 in the bank as & mere eash
balance. He says our money system is all
wrong.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Attorney General:
raetallism, does hef

Mr. NORTH: No. He says in his book
that he does not advocate the upsetting of
the money systewm, because we do nol oeed
to abolish anything, but only need to ob-
serve the principle of service. That, of
course, is only a phrase to us. Following
on that, I may say 1 studied a very inter-
esting work on the question of money and
currency, a work published in Great Britain.
T have not it here to-night, which is perhaps
fortunate, for I have no desire to quote a lot
of matter T have read. But this work
suggests what is the real trouble all over the
world to-day resnlting in an enormous
glut of goods, which should be ideal.
This writer, McKenzie, points out that
since the war the money system has entirely
altered and that certain experiments have
heen made. They were tried in the United
States of America for two years, the idea
being to regulate the credit in order to meet
the conditions. Hitherto it seems it has
always taken the wrong course. When there
has been a rise in prices and plenty of em-
ployment, things have been allowed o move
on to the boom point. This new idea,
which they tried in America for two years,
is that when there is a depression the eredit
should esase, which is exactly the opposite
of the system we have fo-day. The moment
that depression is arrested by the easing
of the credit, the conditions are slowly
tichtened up. That was tried in America
for two years, with the result that the
prices were absolutely stabilised. If that
is so it is up to all Parliaments to give
that wome thought. In our case, of eourse,
we have no choice whatever. While giving
the Government every support one may
say they are erecting platforms to save
people from being drowned. But I caonot
help thinking we are entitled to look into
the reasons why the dam has burst at the
top of the hill. Apparenily what has hap-
pened to modern civilisation is that the
money system has hroken down. The eco-
nomists of the world shonld now look into
lhat guestion and not allow the banks mervely
to operate on a system that was in force
hefore the war. They shounld take definite
steps to see that these new ideas being tried
in other parts of the world are tested for a
perviod.  As T have said, in America the
authorities tried For two yems (his new

He wants bi-
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iden of credit regulation, and with great
success. o I think that this Commonwealth
tight trv it too. The idea was worked on
these lines: Prices were the guide. They
took the average price at a given time, and
the moment there was a slight fall in those
prices, eausing unemployment, the hanks,
instead of tightening up, eased, and the re-
sult of that was that enterprise was agnin
stimulated, industry improved, employment
inereased and all got well again, Then when
the improvemeni threatened to become too
oreat, when conditions began to move fo-
wards the boom stage, instead of encourag-
ing the boom as we have done in order to
get morve business, more inflation, the banks
began to take action in the other direction,
with the result that the tendency was again
stabilized, and I understand that for twe
years thev earefully maintained prices. We
have had an extreme ease here during the
Inst 18 months or more, where lack of this
control haz led to a tremendons increase in
prices, and so we are suffering. Tt is high
time our heads of affairs gave this matter
a great deal of attention. They should ask
themselves whether the suffering coused here
should not be tackled on those lines. In
the davs of Gibbon it was a gres{ thing
to multiply gnnds. To-day we are 311 lament-
ing beeanse there is too mueh of evervthing.
It must be that the money system, the means
of exchange, the means of measuring our
wealth, are all wronz. We do not measure
our wealth correctly. When we =ay the
world’s goods have increased, we measure
our wealth and find that we have nothing.
T trust that question will be looked into and
that we shall not sit down under the ex-
pianation of the great banks—although it
is perfectly true—Dbut that we shall go fur-
ther and say that if the veturn to the gold
standard is causing all this suffering, then
the gold standard must be wrong, and
should be closely examined. If we find there
is some way of improving this measuring of
our wealtk, let us nse it. If it is so simple
a method, surely everyone will support it.
People have talked about inflation as being
something like a snowball. Yet we know
that after the war France had a devil of a
time with her frane, which went up and
down, and finally fell to nothing. And we
know that to-day the net result of all the ad-
justments is that France is the only country
in the world without any unemployment, SoT
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think public attention should be drawn to
the question of the control of ecredit, not
in the Moscow way, not in any ridiculous
manner, but based on this new theoretical
iden of scientific econtrol, the point being that
nnder it at any given time prices ean be
stabilized. Since that has been siceessfuliy
tried in one eountry, I think it is well worth
our attention. 1 am quite aware that what
[ am sayving is not for this State alone to
consider, because we are only a unit of the
Commonwealth; but still we are entitled to
talk aboni these matters, and I feel that
what is said here might well be said in
other Parliamentz of Australia. Then we
have this faet, that there is great talk of a
refevendum on the question of seeession. Of
course we may not get it, but, on the other
hand, there is a possibility of the referen-
dum heing held and returning a vote in
favour of secession. So, some day we mav
find ourselves in a Parliament in contro} of
our own destinies, when this question will
be a very real one indeed. 5o I pul up this
sngeeestion, not in the spirit of a preacher,
but ns one who has endeavoured to examine
the problem and who has found that thie
method of eredit regulation has been tried
in other countries and proved sueccessful.
This pamphlet, issned by the Bank of New
South Wales, and reports and articles writ-
ten b¥ other financial authorities, are really
like s0 many minds all coming fo the one
point. They admit that money—or the
money system—as the mexsure of wealth has
broken down.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [8.15]: I join
with other members in congratulating you,
Mr. Speaker, upon vour accession to the
high office you now hold. I am sure yon
have the best wishes of everyone in the
country  Your present position is a fitting
one after the long and honourable ¢areer
vou have had in this Chamber. It is net
my intention io make a long speech,

Hon. P. Collier: Why not?

Mr. BROWN: The scene has changed.
During the six years T have been in Parlia-
ment I have spoken six times on the Ad-
dress-in-reply. On each of those oceasions
I was sitting in opposition. To-day I am
on the Government side of the House. This
will not prevent me from expressing my
opinions, whether T hurt people on this
siile or the other side of the Chamber. In
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my first speech I said I was not a strong

party man, and that I did not believe in

party polities. After six years of experi-

ence of Parliament I am more than ever

convineed that strong party polities are

not in the best interests of the State,
Mr. Wilson: Come over here.

Mr. BROWN: It may take a better
brain than mine to evolve a scheme to over-
come the dificulty, To my mind, however,
it seems very simple, though I do not in-
tend to illustrate that tonight. It is my
intention to deal with some of the depart-
ments in rotation and briefly.

Hon. P, Collier: Alphabetically.

Mr. BROWN: The first department I
have to refer to is the Lands Department.
We look to that department to encounrage
greater production and to assist in more
wealth being obtained for the State. Ac-
cording to a pamphlet I read, we have too
many people in the world.

Hon. P. Collier: Too many of a kind.

Mxr. BROWN: The writer advoecated
that all the unfit should be done away with
in infancy, and only the fit should be al-
lowed to live. The astonishing thing is
that although there is great distress, pov-
erty and privation in the world, we have
never had such an cver-production of food
supplies. There is a famine in China, In-
dia and other thickly-popunlated countries
because food supplies there have run out.
Many millions of bushels of grain are
available and some of this is rotting away,
and yet other peoples are starving for
bread. That is not beecause we have not
sufficient food supplies. Something else is
wrong. We should ail do our best to find
ont how to overcome the difficulty. I re-
member, when wheat was sold for 1s. 6d.
and not more than 1s. 9%%4d. a bushel,
farmers could not believe that they wounld
ever get 5s. again for it. Only two or three
year after they were getting as high as 7s.
a bushel. If there should be a drought in
some of our wheat-producing countries and
the supply is not equal fo the demand, the
price will rise again. It appears from the
Speech to be the intention of the Govern-
ment to open up new country in the South-
West, and to settle upon it married men.
A tremendous lot of money will require to
be spent in roilway - facilities and other
things to keep them on the land. Already
there are milliens of aeres of land ad-
jacent to our railways, which could be
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brought into productive use and all this
expenditure saved.

The Minister for Lands: Where are
those lands? We have heard encugh of
that parrot ery.

Mr. BROWN:
one goes.

Mr, J. H. Smith: Wae told the Premier
about them five weeks ago.

The Minister for Lands: We have heard
a lot about that sort of thing.

Hon. P. Collier: In your distriet, York,

Mr. BROWN: In these times the Gov-
ernment should utilise all land adjacent to
railways without going to the expense of
building new lines in other distriets.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: There are thou-
sands of acres available at Denmark, where
the Government are already working. It
is as good as any other land in the State.

Mr. BROWN: Many of the new settlers
are in financial difficulties. They have land
rents to pay, land faxes, water rates, and
local rates. There are not in a position to
pay them. Are they going to be kept on
the land, or are the (fovernment going to
allow them to be forced off their holdings?
Are the Government going to open up new
country when there are these men to care
for? It is our duty to keep on the land
those who have pioneered it and worked
it to the best of their ability. The Gov-
ernment are faced with a big problem.
Something will have to be done to help these
unfortunate peopls.

Hon. P. Collier: All the money we ean
get will be required for that purpose in-
stead of opening up the forest eouniry in
the South-West.

The Minister for Lands: You had better
not say too much azbout thar.

Hon. P. Collier: I am only awaiting the
opportunity.

The Minister for Lands: We will take it
at some other time.

Mr. BROWN: In the Minister for Lands
we have a gentleman who is full of energy
and enthusiasm,

Hon. P. Collier: He is well-meaning.

Mr, BROWNX: He has the welfare of the
State at heart, and if anything can be done
he will do it. The Public Works Depart-
ment is an important portion of the Gov-
ernment service. Thousands of men are
now out of work, and they come within the
provinee of the department in the wmatter
of employment. Several members have need
for stressing the mrgeney of work in their

One sees them wherever
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own districf. The same may be said of my-
self. On the other hand some of the works
I have advocated for six years have now
been ¢ompleted. I refer to the Pingelly
railway station and to the Karlgarin rail-
way

Mr. McCallum: What about the Brook-
ton linef

Mr, BROWN: I will deal with that later.
That is not the only railway we passed;
the people have been waiting for it for 20
years., Our finances do not permit of the
Government going on with this at present,
but it is nevertheless justified. It is wrong
for any Government to pass a Bill for a
railway and shelve the construction. That
bas happened with regard to the Brookton
line. As the member for Avon knows, the
Yarramony line has been shelved for years.

Mr. Richardson: You will get your line
in time.

Mr. BROWN: The seitlement now ex-
tends from 70 fo 80 miles east of Kon-
dinin. This year a considerable acreage has
been brought under cultivation. The set-
tlers are asked to cart their produce from
60 to 80 miles. Something should be done
in the way of a bonus for them. The de-
partment should have their wheat hauled on
motor trucks to the nearest railway station.

Mr. Willeock: Will not the Karlgarin
line cater for those people?

Mr. BROWN: No, they are 50 miles
from the terminus of ope line and 60 from
another. I know the financial position does
not permit of the work being gone on with,
but meanwhile the people there are going
on with their clearing and eultivation. They
cannot, however, live on indefinitely with-
out railway communication.

Mr. Angelo: Who induced them fo go
there?
Mr. BROWN: The Government. The

Lands Department throws blocks open for
selection, and settlers go there to infuire
about them. Land in these new areas is
taken np. The only thing to de nowadays
is to send would-be agriculturists into the
eastern lands where there are no railway
facilities and perhaps no water.

Mr. Willecock: Why not send them morth
for a change?

Mr. BROWN: T believe the Forestania
country is turning ont quite good. Men
living in the vieinity say that the salt
patches are only small. We find salt every-
where. In some paddoecks it is inereasing,
but taking them all round the patches are

sl

about the same as they were several years
ago. I am glad an analysis of the soil will
be made. If it is not favourable people
will not be seitled on this land. Probably
affer the analysis is made the Forestapia
eountry will be found suitable for cultiva-
tion. We are the only State possessing
any quantity of virgin land. Are we going
to eondemn our own land? We should not
say it is unfit for cultivation before we have
given it a trial. It is published in the East-
ern States that our land is not suitable for
cereal growing. The Government should
establish experimental plots in the Fores-
tania area. If after a reasonable trial the
land has proved to be a failare, we shall
have to admit it. It is wrong to broadeast
the statement that our land is not smitable
for cultivation.

Mr. Angelo:
swer to that.

Mr., BROWN: The Railway Department
is another important seetion of the Govern-
ment service. T understand the railways
are losing £1,000 a day.

The Minister for Railways: They were,«
hut not now.

Mr. BROWN: I am glad to hear that,

The Minister for Railways: It is only
£399 now.

Mr. BROWN: That shows the ability of
the Minister.

Hon. P. Collier: You have got it down
£1, have you?

Mr. BROWN : Country people who should
patronise the railways say they are not get-
ting a fair deal from them. .

Mr. Marshall: Do vou say the wheat-
growers are not getting reasonable treat-
ment from the railways?

Mr., BROWN: The railway pelicy is to
develop the country. There are special
freights, from first to third-class.

Mr. Marshall: Including super and whest.

Mr. BROWN: Some of the freights are
too high. To take general merchandise over
130 miles of railway ecosts 95s. per ton.
In the carrying of that class of goods, motor
trucks are entering into competition with
the railways. It has been said that the
Government should own their own motor
trucks. T do not agree with that. It wonld
be wrong for the Government to
eart goods away from a town when
they have a railway running through it.
It is mnot feasiblee Onply recently I
heard off a ease of a lot of fr-

Our wheat yield is the an-
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niture that was going to he shifted.
Negotiations were being carried on to have
that furniture removed by truck because it
vould be earried more cheaply in that way.
What would a business man do in sueh a
position? He would do his utmost to cater
for his elients in sueh a way that he would
retain their custom. The railways, being a
commereial congern, should do likewise. We
have to wlait that we eannot get away from
the fact that motor traction has come to
stay.

Mr. Marshall: It has not.

Mr. BROWN: Yes, it bas. In days gone
by, in England, T have been told, eanals
were cut and barges, drawn by horses on the
banks of the canals, carried products and
merchandise.  After a while horse feams
carried the products and then the rvailways
took the place of the horses. Now motors
have robbed the railways of a good deal ol
the trafic. We must appreciate the fact
that we are up against motor traffiec and that
something will have to be done to eombat it.

Mr. Marshall: All you have to do is to
tax motor vehicles to a just point and make
them pay for the voads.

Mr. BROWXN: T do not altogether agree
with that.

Mr. Marshall: Of course you would not.

Mr. BROWX: T hold that the railwavs
should reduce the freights of heavy class
artieles and motor trucks would not then be
able to compete. T would add a little to the
low class goods.

Mr. Marshall: Can you tell me of one
motor vehicle that will carry super at the
same rate as the railways?

Mr. BROWNX: If the railways carry
super at a cheap rate, they benefit indirectly.
Super is the means of adding four or five
bushels to the acre, and so the railways reap
the henefit in conveying the wheat to the
ports. It is the right policy to carry super
at as cheap a rate as possible. After all,
Western Australia is a country of primary
production, and if we do not encourage that,
what will be the result?

Mr. Marshall: Let me tell vou that the
pastoralists on the Murchison do not get
much eneouragement.

Mr. BROWN: Like Ministers in charge
of other departments. the Minister for
Agricalture has no meney at his disposal.
Many requesis have teen placed bofore him
and he has not been able to accede to any
worth speaking about. Ome thing, however,
T am pleased abont ix the establishment of a
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laboratory where braxy-like disease is to be
investizated. This work is justified as the
mwouey will be well spent. In our wheat ex-
[ert we have a good man. Western Aus-
tralin has new varieties of wheat and our
grain now compares very tavourably with
wheat grown in any part of the world. .\t
the same time, we must give everv encour-
awement in the direction of greater produc-
fion,

Mr. Marshall: Where will you sell it
when you get greater production?

Mr. BROWN: Are we to sit down and
say that we are to sell no more wheat?

My, Marshall: There is still a lot of last
vear's wheat that has not vet been sold.

Mr, BROWNXN: Wheat and wool are
always an asset, and a price can always be
ohtained for them. Tt is always possible to
dispose of wlheat at a price, whereas in the
caze of some other commodities it is not
possible to sell them in the event of a glut.
Moreover, wheat and wool are commodities
that will keep for vears. The number of
sheep now in Western Australia is between
HLB0G000 and 11,000000. 1 have always
realised that there would be a sharp drop
in the price of fat stock becauze our popula-
tion is only 420,000 and we have to depend
upon that number to absorb the fat stock.
It stands to veason that with such a large
number of sheep the time must come when
the price will reach a low ebh.

My, Marshall: What about export?

Mr. BROWN: The price of wutton has
tallen considerably and we can get shoulders
of mutton for 4d. a Th. It is quite possible
that we shall have to encourage the export
of our lambs. Western Australia should
congratulate herself on having in the em-
ployment of the department a man of the
ahility of M. MeCallum, the wool expert.
AMre. MeCallum is always prepared to give
valuable adviee to those who recuire it,

My, Mavshall: Are you referring to the
ex-Minister?

My, BROWNX: The han. member knows
very well to whom T am referring.  This
officer has t6 travel by rail and he is obliged
ip rely upon some of the farmers to convey
him to ouilying distriets. Althongh T am
aware it would involve a little expenditure,
I think the 3Minister should provide Mr.
MeCallwn with a motor ear to aenable him
to move about the eountry with facility.

Mr. Marshall: Vou can get them very
cheaply now, almost for a song, =o there
=hould be na trouble in doine what von ask.
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Mr. BROWXN: On the subject of education
I regret to learn there is a possibility of the
expenditure of this department being cur-
tailed. If that event should come about it
would be one of the worst things that eould
huppen to this State. It is our duty to give
the children of the pioneers of our country
the education to which they are entitled,
becanse it is on themn that we shall have to
depend at a later stage. The curriculum of
the State schools is very good and compares
favourably with that of any educational
system in the world. We should maintain
that standard at all costs. Otherwise there
will be no inducement for people with fami-
lies to go inte the back country. I have a
few requests to make on the subject of edu-
eation. A request was put forward that a
school should be built at Bullaring and the
department realised the need for it. Un-
fortunately there was no money available
and in the meantime the inconvenience had
to be borne. Recently I was at Boddington
and I found that 44 children were aecom-
modated in one small rocin, that in itself
was hardly big enough to allow the teacher
to move about with comfort. Such an over-
erowding is, to say the least of it, unhealthy.
Again, the department realise the need
for providing additional accommodation
for those 44 children and again they are
unable to iake action because of the lack
of funds. We have a large staff of teachers,
peshaps  greater than hat of any other
State in Ausfralia. At the same time I
maintain that whatever we spend on edueu-
tion is money well spent. Another matter
about whieh 1 wish to say a few words re-
lntes to finance. 1 consider that in times of
financial stress p.arties should eombine 1o
evolve some scheme that should prove in the
best interesis of the Sinte. Unforlunately,
party polities will not allow of this. What
bappened reeently in this Chamber? The
Government realised that something had to
be done. Many of our departments were
run on extravagant lines, and the Govern-
ment decided to approach the Avrbitration
Court and allow that t-ibunal to decide the
question of reverting to 48 honrs, and also
that of the abolition of distriet allowanecs.
Then the member for East Perth (Mr. Ken-
neally} moved an amendment to the Address-
in-reply. o

Mr, Sleeman: Xnd very properly, too,

Mr. BROWN: The hon. membher knows
that we have no money, and that we e¢annot

burrow sny money. © Yei he wmoved his
amendnmient, and we had the “Honsard” statl
taking notes for several hours duripg a use-
less debate which cost the country pounds
and pounds, .

e, tnenneally:  You koww that imany
melnbers on your side promised to uphohl
the existing standard of living,

Mr. BROWN: The Leader of the Oppn-
sition and the ex-Minister for Works had
spoken when ihe amendment was moved,
and did not speak again to the amendment.

Hon. P. Ceollier: I said what | bad to say
on the subject in my speech on the Address-
in-reply.

Mr. McCallum: We both spoke on those
{wo subjects.

My, BROWXN : Yes, but before the amend-
ment was moved. You had an opportunity
In speak to it again.

Hon. I’ Collier: Oh yes, we could have
spoken three or four times.

ar. BRUWN: When the vote was taken
unl tue amendment, all the members of the
upposition voted for it. No one kuew better
thau the Leader of the Opposition that Le
was voting against his own grain. Lf he had
spoken his mind and voted the other way,
it would have meant the end of his politieal
tife, That is whot we get from party poli-
ties. When he was on the hustings what did
one hon. member say: “Take it from me,
ladics and gentlemen,” he said, “if the
Nationalists and Country Party are returned
to power, they will reduce wages.

Mr. Sleeman: Who said that?

Mr. BROWN: The member for East
Ferth, and he lost a lot of votes over it.
Adust et me relute an incident that oceurred
some years ago. Two men came to my farm
looking for work., They had walked all the
wny from Kalgoorliee. They were bare-
tooted and bungry, and had not sufficient
clothing, They asked me to give them a job,
and [ explained that 1 had no money and
conld not put them on.  They said, “‘For
foodness sake. give us a week's work.” I
said if [ employed them I could not afford
to pay them morec than £1 a week. They
stayed a few weeks, and went away to other
districts. The member for East Perth will
say that those men should not have taken
ihat low wage. He would have let those men,
whom he is supposed to represent, go away
from my farm hunery and bare-footed, and
with no p'aee to Tay their heads.
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ar. Kenneally: “The hon. member de-
Ciareu 10 s House that 1t each man would
tiae &L per week lor hs wors, there wowu
be work enougn 10 go round.

Mr, BEUW ~: L pever said that. What 1
was referrmg to was work of a temporary
nature, and L think Mr. ‘Laylor explaineu
it more cilearly than I did.

Mr. Kenneally: That is quite possible.

Mr. BROWN: Coming down to party
polities, T remember that when we were sit-
ting in Opposition we could see nothing
whatever good on this side of the Honsze.
We did our best to prove to the people of
the State that it would be in the interests
of Western Australia to have o change of
Covernment.

Mr. Raphael: And they believed yon, too.

Mr. BROWN: And rightly so. But now
that the then Government are in Opposition,
they in tum can see no good on this side
of the House. It seems to me that every
iime a change is made we get deeper into
debt., The Collier Government, I suppose,
had more loan money than any previous
Government of western Australia ever had.
And when they leff the Treasury bench
what happened? They did not leave he-
hind one farthing. I am only sorry they did
not remain on this side for, had they done
so, they would have had the onus of fighting
the great battles now confrontitig the pre-
sent Government, It would be much better
for the State if members opposite declared
a truce, and allowed every one of us to work
for the best interests of the State, and try
to evolve some scheme to bring Western
Australin ont of the slough of despond.
I admit that the financial depression is
world-wide. There is no getting away from
that. The dropping prices of wool and
wheat, and the quantity we have for
sale, no doubt have a great deal fo
de with it. Then, again, we have
all been living extravagantly. There
was any amount of money we could
borrow after the war, and we borrowed all
we could from the bankers and everybody
else. And the State acted the same as a
private individual, with never a thought for
the future, but only with a desire to get as
much money as she could and spend it, and
so allow Ministers and members to make
jolty gmood fellows of themselves in their
electorates. There is not a member to-day
but has a request to make for his eiectorate.
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He does not care whether or not it is m
the best interests of the State. Take my
own case: I represent an electorate, and I
have to show results. Each membher has to
get what he can for his electorate, and it is
not always the best thing that ceuid hap-
pen for the State. The member for North-
East Fremantle (Mr. Parker) and the mem-
ber for Fremantle (Mr. Sleeman) have af-
ways been advocating the spending of a mil-
lion and a half on a railway bridge. Ne
one knows betler than the member for Fre-
mantle that there is no mouney available for
that hridge. The member for North-East
Fremantle is equally aware of it, yet he had
to advocate the building of the bridge iv
order to please his electors.

Mr. Angelo: Now you have let the ecat
out of the bag.

Hon. P. Collier: Don't mention that
Brookton railway of yours,

Mr. BROWN: Someone has said the only
remedy for the State is secession, the get-
ting away from Federation. Ope of the
greatest blunders Western Australia ever
made was when it entered Federation. We
went info it before our time. 1When we
come to look back fo that great Western
Australian statesman, the late Lord For-
rest, we find that even he had his price be-
fore he agreed to enter Federation; he had
to be promised the trans-Ausiralian rail-
way.

Mr. Sleeman: You do not mean to say
Lord Forrest was Dbribed!

Mr. BROWN: No, hut that was one of
the conditions of his entering Federation. It
was a bribe to the State, yes.

Hon. P. Collier: But the railway was not
in the thing at all.

Mr. BROWN: Oh yes, it was mooted.

Hon. P. Collier: But there was no guar-
antee given that the railway should be built.

Mr. BROWN: However, Lord Forrest
goes down to posterity as a great statesman,
a5 a builder of nations. I agree that he
was all that. I am an Australian-born, and
naturally I take a pride in Australiz, and
T should like to see the whole of Australia
consolidated so that, in the course of time,
she might take her place amongst the nations
of the world. But after 30 years of Fede-
ration what do we find? We find that an-
other great son of the soil of Western Aus-
tralia, our present Premier, says that Fede-
ration is no good to us, that we must have
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secessipn. And seemingly he is quite pre-
pared to have his name go down to poster-
ity as a wrecker of nations, I am not say-
ing that he is not right, but just see the
difference between the two men! That is
party polities for you.

Mr. Marshall: The two men belonged to
the one party.

Mr. BROWN: Some people say that if
we had the Bruce-Page Government in
power in the Federal arena we should not
have this great taxation and tremendously
high tariff that bas been imposed upon us.
Certainly all that was not the policy of that
Government. But what is happening to-day?
We find now that the Customs revenue, in-
stead of execeding estimates, is falling far
below that mark.

Mr. Raphael: With another two years of
the Bruce-Page Government, Ausfralin
would have been broke.

Mr. BROWN: I admit that when they
first took office they had a surplus revenue
of many millions of pounds. That became
exhausted. In the meantime the Govern-
ment committed themselves to heavy expen-
diture, sueh as any other Glovernment might
have had to face. The policy which the
present Federal Government put before the
electors has not turned out as they expected.
That is what we are gefting in party poli-
fies.

Hon. P. Collier: If party polities are so
inimical, why not resign from yonr party?
Set an example,

Mr. BROWN: But no man can enter this
Chamber unjess he belongs to a party. It
seems we have no time for independents. Of
eourse if all members were independents it
would be a different thing altogether. If
we were not pledged to any particular policy
we could all consult the best interests of
the State. Then we would take the best
brains we have in the Chamber, no matter
from which side of the Honse, and so we
would have a Government that wounld work
for the best interests of the State. The
member for Canning (Mr. Wells) said that
things were altogether different sinece April.
He is quite right. When the late Govern-
ment went out of office the loan requirements
of the State amounted to £4,500,000.

Hon. P. Collier: No, you are all wrong.

Mr. BROWN: After a month or two the
Loan Council cut down the amount fo
£2,800,000 and more recently it has been cut
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down to £1,750,000. And we have not got
that yet. What is the position of the pre-
sent (Government? We must admii that the
Premier is endeavouring to fulfil all his elec-
tion promises. I wonder whether the Op-
position, if still in power, could dv as well.
I think it was the Leader of the Opposition
who, in reply to the Attorney General, said
the present Government were going to move
heaven and earth to supply everybody with
a job, and so far they had only reached
Blackboy.

Mr. Marshall: Well, that was true.

Mr. BROWN: Yes, but it was something
to have reached even Blackboy. There are
1,000 men at Blackboy, and the Premier is
trying to fulfil his promises through the
Minister for Railways; he is giving those
men & little work and their sustenance. But
how long can this continue? Can the State
keep this going forever? The Leader of the
Opposition said those men had gone tfo
Blackboy forvever, that they had there a
very happy home from home. But sup-
pose there were an eleetion to-morrow; what
would happen?

Mr. Raphael: Our side would be back ir
power,

Mr. BROWN: Those thousand men at
Blackboy would have votes. Who would
be soliciting their votes?

Mr. Kenneally: The member for Perth
would attend to those.

Mr. BROWN: I do not know what
methods the member for Perth may have,
but if he bad brains enongh to get those
votes, the more credit to him.

Hon. P. Collier: You can win votes by
other means than the use of brains.

Mr. BROWN: Then I wish the Leader
of the Opposition would give me a hint, for
1 eannot. Tb is not my intention to keep
the House any longer, as I have due re-
gard for the “Hansard” staff, and 1 realise
that every minute we speak ensts the eoun-
try money. I hope other members will Te-
member the same thing, and that we shall
be as moderate in our remarks as we ean.
We shonld realise the fnancial position
of the country. There is no getting away
from it, it is very serious, and any Govern-
ment that have not loan money to carry on
new works will be very unpopular, The
humanitarian views held by present Min-
isters who have given these poor unem-
ployed fellows sustenance must be com-
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mended by the House, I can tell mem-
bers that the present Government have
the welfare of the countiy at heart. 'Chey
are in a pusition tv reause that we wust en-
courage our primary produetions. Ve are
d4 prumdsy producing country, and unless
We ¢an encouriage our rfarmers, what is going

tu happen to ad the non-producers? The
troubte m Western Australia 1z that we
have too many non-producers all de

pendent on those, who, 1 am sorry to say,
some members of the Opposuion are forever
belittling. The member for Murchison (Mr.
Marshalt) says, “Look at the concessions the
farmers are getting.” 1 say take away those
voncessions, and what is going to bappen
to the men represented by the hon. wmember?
we loust encourage the farmers, Unless
we do Lhat, and so keep them on the land,
there will be hard times ahead of ‘estern
Australia.  Stil), I think from our present
prospects that there js a silver lining even
w our cloud, For there is every indication
of a huge harvest, We may have between
10,000,000 and 30,000,000 bushels to reap.
Although the price be only 3s. per bushel,
~1ill that wheat has to be shifted and sold,
and so it is going to bring a certain amount
of money into Western Australin. Se, too,
with regard to ou- wool, there is every in-
dication that the clip will be a good one. It
does seem stiange that when we have *ull
and plenty, prosperous years, we should
have so much real distress in the country.
We all regret it deeply, and if anything can
possibly he done members may rest assured
that the present Government will do their
ulmo=l to alleviate the distress and provide
work for all.

MR. J. 1. MANN (Beverley) [9.0]: I
also desire to offer my congratulations o
vou, Mr. Speaker, and express the hope
that your term of office wil' be happy and
suceesstul, T did not wish to speak to-nighi,
fecling somewhnt nervous, but perhape it is
advisable to gain : little eouraze by speak-
ing on the Address-in-reply. T intend to
take the adviee of the hon. memhir on my
right, and restrict my remarks tu a= little
space as possible in “Hansard,” so that !
may claim that in my first speech at any
rate, I did not entail the State in much cost.
I have heen very imterested in the discus-
sion that has talten place, partieularly in
the speeches of the members of the Oppn-
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sition. We are liviig in a most extraordin-
#rv age, and I hive been intent on finding
i": the speeches some ray of hope or some-
tling that would point to a solution of the
financial posttion.  Apparventty there lLas
been no enlightenment in this ¢irection, and
I suppose time alone will show how the posi-
tion is to be remedied. While some very
complimentary remarks have been paid to
the party of which [ am u ember, I am
fully satisfied that their prescnee on this
side of the House is due to the difficulties
confronting the tarmers and pastoralists of
the State. The value of Australian wool
has declined about £37,000,000 in the last
12 months, and the farming community have
reached a stage when it is costing them 150
per cent. more to produce wheat than it
cost in 1912, and the samc price is ruling
for wheat. 1 represent a very large elee-
torate, 200 miles long by 40 miles wide.
and have had an opportunity to study its
condition. Complaints are general that un-
employment in the eity is inereasing day by
day, and the Government are faced with
the position of providing sustenance Eor the
workless men so far as thev possibly ean.
T am satisfied that with the present low
price of exportable commodities and the en-
ormons distances that many farmers have ‘o
cart their produce—some of them 40 to 50
miles—it is utterly impossible for them to
earry on. and unless thev are subsi-
dised in some way ar other in the
earting of their wheat this vear—the coun-
try storekeeper ecannot help them much longer
—the Government will be faced with the
problem of a eouple of thousand men from
the country arems swelling the unemployed
in the city. If that occurs, it will be a death-
blow to farming in this State. For years
past Governments have advocated a eon-
tinnous policy of land settlement. I think
it has been a mistake to encourage people
to go far out from the Great Southern and
pioneer areas that were not served by rail-
way or road facilities. To provide those
facilities has been a great drain on the fin-
ancial resources of the State. Many of
those men went to the wall, and the losses
ineurred bave necessitated a wriling down
of the asset, I hope the position will be
considered seriously, The present (fovern-
ment ean be relied upon to deal with the
matter, becanse they recognise that once
men start to leave their holdings, the value
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of the land will be gone entirely. No doubi
land values bave fallen considerably. I am
satisfied that within the tast 12 months, they
have dropped 50 per cent. While we feel
very sympathetic towards the unfortunate
men and women of the eity who are out of
work and starving or just existing on sus-
tenance, we must also feel sympathetie to-
wards the farmers in the outhack areas.
There is no doubt that the Governtaent have
a difficult task ahead of them. It has been
remarked in this House that the Leader of
the Qpposition feels relieved that e is not
at present carryving the responsiniiity of
office. The present Premier has a very dif-
ficnlt task alead of him, and we c.n only
hope that success will attend his efforts.
Having a practical knowledge of farming
and after having spent some years in the
service of one of the largest stock firms in
the State, I do not think it wise for the
farmers in the eastern areas to coruine their
attention to the growing of wheat. Man
eannot live by bread alone. The export trade
in lamh and pork offers great possibilities,
and if farmers devoted atteutior to these
lines also, they would more nearly approach
the self-supporting stage. T.ast year when
the dvop in wool occurred, there was a rush
for Eunglish breeds of rams to mate with
Merino ¢wes. and T am satisfied that during
the next two or three vears we shall have
mongrel flocks as a result of this indiserim-
inate crossing. During the 13 years I
was in the service of Elder, Smith and Co.
Ltd., many farmers bonght a line of sheep
and received advice on the building up of
a flock. Then friends came on the scene
and gave them other advice, and the resuilt
was that the flocks were ruined. No man
can learn lamb breeding in a month or 12
menths. 1 should like to see the Depart-
ment of Agriculture appoint an expert to
vigit the new areas and advise the farmers
how to breed lambs for export. [f this were
done, thousands of pounds could be saved
to the State. The same remark applies to
“pig breeding. A few vears ago there was
an outbreak of swine fever which cost the
State 10,000 pigs. T lost £300 over it. If
the Government of the dav had had a pig
expert to wateh for the outbreak of dis-
rase nnd foster the industrs, mueh loss
would have heen saved. Breeders are not
conversant with the varions diseases. That
ontbreak of swine fever, T helieve, was the

first experienced in this State, and as a re-
sult the chances of building up an export
trade in pork were seriously retarded. All
the farmers in the outback areas would do
well to have both sheep and pigs on their
houldings, The pig industry is being fostered
in the South-West, and I hope the Govern-
nient will appreciate the value of our lamb
and pork as export items. There is no glut
of them in the overseas market as there is
of wheat and wool, and 1 hope two practi-
eal men will be appointed, one to foster
the pig industry and the other the lamb
industey.  Farmers have been urged to in-
erease production, but the ery has been for
wheat und wool, two lines in which there ap-
pears fo be over-production. We should en-
eourage other lines which might have the
effect of saving the State. I noticed a tit-
ter amongst members when the member for
Pingelly referred to the Brookton-Armadale
railway. Fortunately for me, that per-
tion of his electorate has, since the redistri-
butien, been included in mine, I regret that
the line has not been built, and 1 venture
to say the day will ecome when it will have
to Dbe built because quicker transport from
the eastern areas will be necessary, partieu-
larly to cater for the fat lamb trade. I
hope the line =0 Jong advoeated by the mem-
ber for Pingelly will becone an accomplished
fact while I am n member of this House.
I believe that the present Government, dur-
ing their term of office will be able to lift
the State out of the financial mire. Every
section of the communnity has tu be con-
sidered, and T feel sure that when the big
issues are raised in this House, party ques-
tions will be dropped and every member
will show a desire to help the State to the
utmost of his ability,
Mr. RAPHAEL: I move—
That the debate be adjonrned

Motion put and negatived.

MR. RAPHAEL (Viectoria Park) [9.11]:
I was not prepared to speak to-night. I
was given an assurance by the Deputy
Leader of the House that an adjournment
of the debate weuld be granted.

The Minister for Lands: Not at this hour
of the evenine.

Mr. RAPHAFL: With other speakers T
may perhaps betray a little nervousness, but
T hope members will haar with me. T con-
gratulate vou, Myr. Speaker, on the position
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to which you have been elevated, and thank
you for the little courtesies you have shown
me as a new member not yet familiar
with the forms of the House. I con-
gratulate the Minister in charge of un-
employment on the many little shrewd
moves he bas made by splitting the unem-
ployed inio different sections as he has
done, thus preventing them from demon-
strating in the ecity as they did when the
Labour Party held office.

The Minister for Railways: You have no
right to say that.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The men in Blackboy
are single men without the responsibilities
that married ties involve, and they are gen-
erally the ones who are likely fo cause
trouble. It was a very clever move io put
them into the country, as the Minister has
done, thus preeluding demonstrations such
as they indulged in during the time of the
Collier Government. Members on the Gov-
ernment side, especially the member for
Canning (Mr. Wells), have advocated the
aholition of State trading concerns. State
sawmills ave located in my electorate and
they have provided many men of British
nationality with work that otherwise would
not have been available to them. The only
thing to be said against the concern is the
absorption of foreigners in the bush mills,
thereby depriving Britishers of work to
which they are entitled. The member for
Canning has told us that State trading eon-
cerns are a menaee to private concerns. We
know that members on the Government side
represent vested interests, and conscquently
are desirous of cutting out any opposition
to the interests they represent.  Anocther
industry in my electorate is the cement
works, a combine that has bheen operated
without a subsidy from either Siate or Fed-
eral Government, Its ecement has heen
tested by the University authorities and has
been passed as equalling the standard of
cement manufactured anywhere else in the
world. I hope the Government will follow
the course adopted by the previous Govern-
ment of insisting upon full support being
given fo the produet of those works. An-
other matter of vital importance is the pro-
vision of some system of warning to pedes-
trians and traffic generally at all railway
crossings. Some years ago, as a City Coun-
eillor, I watted with a deputation on the
Commissioner of Railways (Colonel Pope).
He told us that, if people were killed at
these crossings, it was their own faulf. That
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was nof the reply to give fo a deputation
of that kind. We are told by the Govern-
ment that if people get into an sccident on
a railway crossing and are lucky ecough fo
escape with their lives, they are liable to be
fined £25. In the matter of unemployment,
the Government are exhibiting great lack of
foresight in respeet of our public utilities.
As a result of the present policy, many
married tramway men with their families
have o go off about one week in eight. Be-
cause of the mal-administration of the de-
partment they have to give up their time,
their money and their work. The Govern-
ment have at a cost of about £25,000 run a
tramline along the Osborne Park route. As
many Chinamen as white men use the tram-
way, but so few people use it that the rev-
enne does not pay for the axle grease. It
seems that yet another £28,000 will have to
be spent there on a line that should never
have been laid in the first place. Ti was an
unwarranted piece of work, and for the next
12 years will not be justified from the point
of view of the number of people the line
will serve. I do not know whether it is the
intention of the Main Roads Board to keep
on reconstructing roads, making deviations
of several miles here and there, and gener-
ally throwing away thousands upon thou-
sands of pounds. Throughout the country
distriets water-bound diorite roads are being
put down. There is no thought of pre-
serving them in any way. They are just
laid down and the money practieally threwn
away. On a journey from York this morn-
ing by motor, and when travelling at about
50 miles an hour, I went over a patch of
road that had just been put in, in order to
test it. I wanted to find out whal sort of
job the Main Roads Board were doing. The
car in going over the patch immediately
pulled it up. The board should wake up to
their responsibilities and abolish these water-
bound roads, replacing them with bitumen
or some other kind of tar road. TUnder the
present system, thousands of pounds have
been thrown away and nothing is left to
show for the money. We are being told we
must draw in our horns, suffer reductions
in salary and so forth. The worker is to
have his wages reduced, and the eivil servant
is to be reduced, in order that we may stand
up to the present awful conditions which
have been brought about by the Bruce-
Page Government. For our road construe-
tion the Federal Government give us a cer-
tain sum of money each year. All these
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savings of wages and salaries and the Fed-
eral grants are being wasted on such a thing
as the Greenmount deviation. If is a ery-
ing shame. The other day 1 took out a
member of this Chamber to see that road,
and he agreed that it was entirely unpeeces-
sary at the present juncture. The money
that has been spent already could have been
laid out in reproductive work, and some ad-
vantage could have been reaped from it by
the State in general. It appears to be the
intention of the Main Roads Board fo allow
these waterbound roads to settle down for
a number of years and then perhaps go over
them again and spend more money on them.
The Government are making a very small
effort to stand up to their responsibilities
by the proposals they advanee for doing so.
I am prepared to vote for a reduction of
galaries and would not mind the reduction
being twice as much as we anticipate it will
be, but I would not vote for it without an
assurance from the Government that this
will not be used as the thin end of the
wedge to reduce the salaries of civil servants
and the wages of workers generally. It may
be a small matter to give up 10 per cent. of
one’s income, but if that is to be used as a
lever by politicians, who will go into their
electorates and say that now they have sae-
rificed themselves the citizens gencrally must
suffer, I will not be a party to the reduction.
Now that we are going through sueh trying
times I want the Governmenti to provide free
dental treatment for children up to the age
of 14, whose parents are not able to provide
the attention themselves. I hope this sug-
gestion will sink into the minds of members
of the Government who may not yet be ready
fo receive it. The member for Fremantle
thinks that the Fremantle bridge should be
rebuilt to save its timber for furmiture. I
would point out that the Causeway needs
rebuilding to save the lives of our cifizens.
At different times I have seen upwards of
12 to 15 aceidents on that thoroughfare. The
matter is very urgent. It is not a question
of serving Vietoria Park, but of three-gquar-
ters of the population of the State who have
to pass that way in order to get access to
Perth. The Government should ses that the
work which was so well started by the pre-
vioug Government, the reclamation of the
foreshore at this point, is proeeeded with.
Between £50,000 and £60,000 has already
been sSpent there, and if nature is allowed
to build itself up again, all that money will
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be thrown away. I cannot understand the
action of the Government. If they were
bearing the whole cost of the reclamation,
it could be understood, but, if the fgures I
expect to get to-morrow had been available
to me to-might, I think T should have been
able to prove that the City Couneil are sub-
sidising the Government to the tune of £15 to
£20 a week. The Government would not
be put to any more expense than would be
represented in the subsidy from the City
Couneil if they recommissioned the dredger
“Stirling” to go on with the work. When
other members are advocating works in their
own electorates, I think it my duty to stress
the need for tramway extensions in Vietoria
Park. Extensionz of this kind should be
available in electorates other than those that
are represented by Nationalists. Some time
ago citizens of Victoria Park waited upon
the ex-Minister for Railways (Mr. Will-
cock)., The facts and figures placed before
him persuaded him to give the deputation
a sympathetic hearing, and to promise at an
early date an extension of the tramway ser-
vice in Vietoria Park. If the present Min-
ister for Railways were to fake the fromble
to drive through that suburb, and to go
outback a little way, he would see hundreds
of honses and thousands of people resident
beyond the present terminus. An extension
would immediately pay for itself, and would
therefore not be a burden to the Government.
The terminus is now situated opposite one
of the biggest schools in the metiropelitan
area. Despite the fact that the feachers are
gontinually warning children of the danger
of running across the road, the youngsters
are in constant peril beeause this happens
to be the terminus of the iramway route.
The Government should give us at least half
a mile extension, if not for the sake of the
workers who have to walk so long a dis-
tance, certainly for the sake of the children
attending that school. The buses and all
the traffie that branches off from there to
the country centres are also affected by the
terminus being there, so that there is a tre-
mendous menace for the children. In Vie-
toria Park a number of secondary indus-
tries have recently been started. A good
deal of money has already been spent on
the Town Planning Commission, which
should now exereise the powers it has and
in advance of settlement lay out faecfory
sites, so that when houses are huilt the owners
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may nol find themselves alongside some fac-
tory. I hope the commission will take this
matter up quickly in crder to avoid incon-
venience (o citizens at a later stage. ! have
read a report furnished by Dr. Thompson
on the conditions of the trumway men who
have to eross the Causeway. They drive
under unhealthy conditions and the same
thing applies to the conduetors. For many
months of the year the motormen have to
stand in water in front of the trams. I
hope the Government will give some
consideration to this matter and pro-
vide the motormen with protection from
the elements., I have something to say
now concerning the Traffic Aet. Tke
motor bus proprietors contribute to the
Government and local authorities, at
the rate of JUs. per seat, a sum of about
£3,000 a year. Recently the Government
have curtailed both the railway and tram-
way services, with the vesult that a great
deal more *raflic is now thrown into the hands
of the bus and taxi proprietovs. The Gov-
ernment have taken the line that as the
tramways were showing a loss, they must
curtail the service. They a.e doing the same
thing in respeet of the railways. The Gov-
ernment, instead of curtailing their own
traffie facilities, should have pui on addi-
Honal trams and trains and thus abolished
the competition of buses and taxis. But
until an Administration is prepared to take
a firm stand on lines similar to those adopted
in South Australin, onr railwax and fram-
way ~vstems will make losses.  Revently (wo
trams were available to take about 2,000
people away from the ericket ground. Ap-
parently the Government do not want to
carry the traflic; it they did, they would
make provision for it. Until they do abol-
ish the opposition of buses and taxis, our
railway and tramway systems will never
pay. XNext I wish to bring under the notive
ol the Minister for Health the drainage of
the Victoria Park sehool. That schovl now
is 2 menave to health, and a breeding ground
for mosquitoes. In tfaet, the Minister shouid
be proswcuted for allowing such an unhealthy
state of affairs lo exist. The children have
to play in three or fonr inehes of water,
and that certainly is net good for them. The
healthier the conditions under which ehild-
ren grow up, the healthier eitizens will they
hecome. 1 am sure the Minister will give
the matter his consideration.
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The Minister tor Lands: L will do so to-
WOLTOW.

Mr. RAPHAEL: 1 thank the Minister.
Ihe South Perth, Como and Nedlands tram-
ways are other matters on which [ may ba
permitted to touch. Not often bas a bigger
crime been committed than that represented
by the construetion of the Claremont tram-
line. 1 appeal to hon. members to ensure
that such a crime does not ocenr again, Be-
tore a line is constructed, facts and figures
should veceive consideration.  The larger
population awaiting tramway faciluies
should Hrst receive the desired [acilities. A
year or 18 months ago the Northam-road
was reconstrueted. Wher attempting to
drvive over it, I noticed it had been pulled
up again. I do not know whether the Gov-
ernment ave adopting the system which is
{avoured by the City Couneil—-to put down
a road and then dig it n) again. Surely
the Guvernment could ntilise their money in
some other direction.

AMr. Angelo: Espeeially if the road is ran-
ning parallel to a railway.

Jdiv, RAPIIAEL: Yes. Lt seems to be
the Governmment’s desire 1o provide faeili-
Lies for the buses which deprive the vailwayas
of vevenue. | hope that (he few zmall points
I Lave suggested will rveceive the impartial
ronsideration of the various Ministers con-
cerned, aid that nothing arising out ot
party polities will preelude thoxe hon. gen-
tlemen from piving Vietvria Pmk o faic
liearing and a just deal in respect of the
wants T have voieed on behalt of that elee-
torate, 1 am on the side which | deem to
be the right one. 1 am guite =ure the work-
ers’ party is the right party, ninety per cent.
ol Australians being workers snd the other
tem per cent. loaters. Vietoria Park, a new
cloctorate erealed by the last redistribution,
should e given a ehanee. 1 hope that as o
new memher T shall he afforded the oppor-
tunity of woing to my elector: and telling
them that although the Nationalists are in
power Vietoria Park is being given what it
deserves. and that the wants of the elector-
ate receive eonsiderafion from the party to
which their member is opposed.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellingion}
[0.35]: Tirst of all I desire to add my
capmatulations to these whieh have been
terlered to you, it oen vour election s
Namiker of this TTouse, T also desire to con-
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gratnlate the Premier and bis Ministers on
their attainment of office, Further, L wish
to congratulate the member for Boulder on
again becoming Leader of the Opposition.
Upon the opening of DParliament T greatly
appreciated the references made by the Pre-
mier and the Leader of the Opposition to
the serviees rvendered to this State hy my
predecessor in the Murray-Wellington seat,
Mr. W. J. George. That gentleman cer-
tuinly had o wonderful record of public ser-
vice. He was a member of this Chamber
for over a quarter of a centurvy, which in
itself represents a great honour. Awnd he
oceupied many positions of responsibility,
especially that of Commissioner of Rail-
ways.

Mr. Marshall: He cansed me many unensy
moments while he was here.

Mr. MeLARTY: I feel that Mr. George
has set an example which T shounld endeav-
onr to follow. Turning now to questions
which have been discussed, T shall refrain
from dealing with industrial matters this
evening, since presumably as the session pro-
gresses I shall have varions opportunities
of referring to them, Hon. members have
been unable to layv against me any charge
of making promises to any partienlar sec-
tien of the clectors as to what T would do
it veturned. TIn point of faet T travelled
100 miles one night in order to address n
Toad gang, but only to find ancther candi-
dale addressing them. Therefore T had to
ga there again. After travelling abont 160
miles fo address those men, T did not get o
single vote from them. Possibly that is an
indieation that T did not make any rash pro-
mises, T was certainly interested in the
speeches delivered hy lion. niemhers oppo-
site, and am inclined to agree with the
member for East Perth (Mr. Kenneally)
that therve is too wmuch talk about depres-
sion. I fully realise that we have depression,
and [ sympathise with the Government he-
ennse of the serions position they lave to
handle. 1 appreciate the difficulties Minis
ters arve up against, and T conscientiously
helieve that those hon. gentlemen ave doing
all they possibly ean to meet the situation.
However. I do not think that continual talk-
ing abont depression helps ns. T agree witn
the member for East Perth that certuin peo-
ple whom the depression does not afteet ker
on talking about it, The Government will
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rot, T hope, be vushed into certain classes
of legislation. I have heard suggestions that
price-fixing and rent-fixing Bills should be
introduced. Suell measures may become
neeessary, but I do not think they are re-
quired at present, particularly in the matter
of rents, which are adjusting themselves. If
one takes notice of Hay-street between
William-street and Harvest-terrace, one
ecanntot help heing struek hy the number of
empty shops. The fact of these shops being
empiy tends of itself to reduce city rents,
T know of premises vecently vacated by an
ovcupier who paid £10 per week for them,
and whieli remain unlet. T have heard of
other cases where shop tenants have been
able to remove fo new premises at lower
rents.

Mr. Angelo: Some owners are redueing
rents withoul any legislation.

Mr. MeLARTY : That is so. I desire to
congratulate the Government espeeialty on
having started what certainly is a reprodue-
tive work. 1 vefer to the new development
in the Harvey area. On all sides we are
told that we must get to work and produce
more, must eut down our imports and in-
crense our exporis. In that respect the Gov-
ernment have done something thoroughly
practical in the Harvey area. 1 am fully
convinced that Harvey will eventnally he-
come one of the most prosperous dairying
distriets in the Commonwealth. When visit-
ing Harvey 1recently, I saw two tons of
butter lurned out in one day. There are
now abont 3,500 acres of irrigated land in
the Harvey area, and the new scheme will
include about 16,000 acres. Some figures |
am about to give will indicate the carrying
capacity of the land. On the Udue area, a
repurchased estate of 660 acres, 80 aeres of
irrigated land carry 340 head of dairy

stoek. On the Korijekup area, of 2,475
aeres, irvigated’ or irrigable, only two-

thirds having heen brought into produe-
livity. there are 931 lhead of dairy stock.
The number of settlers on the area is 103.
During six months the Harvey distriet,
mostly from the Korijekup area, has yielded
£30,000 worth of produece.  Some of the
land that is being bronght under irrigation
is even better than the land now producing.
Therefore 1T consider that the wisdom of the
Government in going on with the scheme is
evident. Harvey has one of the most up-
to-date butter factories in the Common-
wealth, and possesses other factories as well.
Not far from Harvey is the Dhrakesbrook
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area, which affords an illustration of what
drainage will do. Hamel, in the Drakes-
brook area, was at one time almost a swamp.
It was drained, and in a single season there
was consigned from Hamel siding £30,000
worth of potatoes. I contend that in pro-
eeeding with drainage in this area the Gov-
ernment will be going on with a reprodue-
tive work. To-night an hon. member made
references to the settlement at Nornmalup.
I hope that settlement is sound. I have not
seen the country, but T do not want the Gov-
ernment to embark on any scheme which
presents even the slightest risk of not yield-
ing beneficial resuits. I entirely agree with
the member for Pingelly (Mr. Brown) that,
especially in times like fhese, lands which
are adjacent to existing railways, served by
good roads, with assured water, and situ-
ated within a few hours of the city, should
be the first to be developed. The Minister
for Lands asked the member for Pingelly
where such lands were to be got. I can as-
sure the Minister that there is such land to
be had in my district. It is already served
by rail, close to main roads and has per-
manent water supplies. It is equal fo any
other land I know of, and could easily be
brought to a state of production. The
Minister will aet wisely if he investigates
the position to ascertein what land is avail-
able. He might inquire from the owners of
the unused land whether there is any pros-
pect of its being immediately developed. If
he aseertains that such is not the intention,
inquiries can be made as to whether the land
e¢an he bought. We should know exzactly
how the position stands, and ascertain
whbether there is an immediate chance of
progress being made in those areas. Apart
from the Drakesbrook district, which is
eminently suitable for dairying, we have the
Murray and Serpentine areas, all of which
could be turned into dairying propositions
equal to that of Harvey. A question that is
causing eonsiderable concern in my elec-
torate is that relating to the eontrol of
water courses, Owing to the settlers
having embarked nupon irrigating their
holdings, large volumes of wafer are being
taken from the brooks, and the fortunate
settler is he who can obtain his required
supplies. As a result, the brooks ave being
dammed and men in the upper portions are
using so much water that in some instances
those with holdings towards the lower ends
of the brooks cannot get enough water for
their stock.  The position was extremely
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serious in the Drakesbrook area last sum-
mer, and I have been urging the Minister
to give attention to it. In one instance &
settler was irrigating 50 acres planted with
potatoes, while settlers below him were un-
able to draw off suflicient water to provide
their animals with a drink. That is entirely
wrong and the Government should immedi-
ately put into operation legislation that will
give them control over all waters.

Mr. Marshall: Is there not legislation
dealing with that phase now?

Mr. McLARTY: I undersiand there is,
but I cannof get anything done.

The Attorney General: Are you referring
to instances where streams have bheen
dammed up by private persons?

Mr. McLARTY : Yes.

The Attorney General: Then the people
ou the lower reaches have an action again:t
them for riparian rights.

Mr. McLARTY : I thought so, but the men
lower down the stream have not been able
tv secure water supplies, and the Govern-
inent have not taken aetion to make the water
available,

The Minister for Railways: That is not a
matter for the Government, but for the
owners.

The Attorney General: It is a2 matter for
civil action.

Mr, McLARTY : 1 thought it was the duty
o/ the Government to see that each settl:r
got his share of the water from a stream.
Group settlement is another subject that in-
terests me. The Peel Estate is in the Mur-
rav-Wellington electorate, and still has a
vonsiderable number of settlers. 1 am glad
to say the settlers are making every effort to
sueceed, end the whole of them seem rea-
sonably satisfied with their prospeets. 1
apree with the Premier that an effort should
he made to endeavour to persuade them to
ro in for mixed farming. The Minister con-
trolling group settlement wmatters would se
woll advized if he insisted that every settler
should at least make an effort to have his
own veretable garden.

Hon. P. Collier: The most thriving husi-
ness man at Busselton is the greengrocer.

Mr. MeLARTY: I should not think there
would be any difficulty in growing vegetables
at the Peel Estate. T know that pig-raising
is more diffienlt, particularly if the settlers
zo in for the sale of their whole milk. 1f
anything could be done to encourage the set-
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tlers fo go in for mixed farming, it should
be done. I was pleased to hear the member
for IFremantle (Mr. Sleewan) express the
hope that sometbing would be done for hos-
pitals this session. 1 happen to be the
chairman of a country distriet hospital, and
1 know the difficulties we have to contend
with to keep the institution open. There are
other hospitals in my electorate that have to
struggle hard to keep their doors open.
That applies more than ever in these days
of financial stress. Timber wills in loealities
adjoining my electorate have either been
closed or are working half-time. In the past
the timber workers have always been most
generous in support of the hospitals. If
they have not the money, they cannot be
generous in their support, and in the eir-
cumstances it is more essential than ever
that the Government should do something
in connection with hospital matters. I heard
the Minister for Works, when speaking
some time ago, state that he intended doing
something to at least check the road traflic
that was competing with our railways. I
hope he wili take action because unques-
tionably it is not a sound poliey to build
roads at an enormous cost to enable motor
traffic to compete with the railways.

Mr. Marshall: It is a sound policy that
the users of the roads shall pay for them.

Mr. MeLARTY: I agree that it is. Ona
of the most urgent questions I have to con-
tend with relates to drainage matters. 1
wonld remind hon. members that the Mur-
ray-Wellington electorate extends from
south of Armadale to Harvey, bounded on
one side by the hills and on the other side
by the sea. With all the water from the
hills running through that country, and the
entting out of timber for industrial and
commercial purposes, the volume of water
has greatly inereased. The augmented flow
hag progressed at such a rate that it is not
reasonable to expeet the settlers to cope with
it. There are large areas in the western
portions that are capable of intense produc-
tion but are useless so long as the land is
" covered for the greater part of the year by
water. I should think it would not Le dif-
tienit to get rid of a lot of that water because
there are natural water courses every mile
or twe throughout that area. I assare the
Government it would be worth while ascer-
taining what ean be done te bring that area
into production. T shall not say any more
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this evening except to associate myself with
remarks mude regarding support of local
industiies. A number of our largsr shops
are doing all that is possible to induce people
to purchase locally-manufactured commod-
ities and I think the school children should
be told the advantage it would be if they
supported local industry. I think they
should be taught the value of patriotism. If
the people were imbued with patriotic feel-
ings, the State wonld progress. That re-
minds me that when I was a schoolboy the
late Archbishop Riley told a story regarding
patriotism that I have never forgotten. He
{old us that once there were three tnen travel-
ling in a railway earriage—an Englishman,
an Irishman and a Beotchman. The con-
versation turned on pafriotism and the love
of one’s country. The Englishman turned
to the Scotchman and asked him what
nationality he would prefer if he were not
a Sentchman. The Scotchman thought a
minute and then said he would prefer to
be an Englishman. The Scotehman asked
the Englishman what he would prefer to
be, and he said he would be a Scotehman.
Then the two of them turned te the Irish-
man and said, “Pat, what would you be if
vou were not an Irishman?’ Pat did not
think for very long before he replied,
‘T would be ashamed of myself.” That is
a good feeling that we should encourage. T
helieve that if the people would insist upon
procuring local products the Siate woonld
progress tapidly. We have butter and other
lines turned out at Harvey, Bunbury and
Busselton that are equal to any produced
elsewhere. I am convinced that patriotism
will do a great deal to bring us out of the
state of depression we are now in.

On motion by Mr, J. H. Smith, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.58 p.m.



